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Federal Election Commission D
Office of General Counsel

999 E Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20463 ¢
Attn: Jonathan Levin, Esq. '

Re: Request for Advisory Opinion - Socialist Workers P

okl
.

Dear Sir or Madam:

On behalf of our clients, the Socialist Workers Party (the "SWP"), the Socialist Workers
Party National Campaign Committee and committees supporting candidates of the SWP, we
hereby request an advisory opinion pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437(f) and 11 C.F.R. § 112.1 that the
committees supporting candidates of the Socialist Workers Party continue to be exempt from
certain reporting and disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended, 2 U.S.C. § 431, et seq. ("FECA" or the "Act"). In its 1990 Advisory Opinion, 1990-
13, the Commission granted exemptions to the SWP’s campaign committees from the FECA’s
provisions requiring, inter alia, disclosure of the names and residential addresses, occupations,
and employers of contributors to the reporting committee (§ 434(b)(3)(A)); political, authorized,
or affiliated committees making contributions or transfers to the reporting committee (§
434(b)(3)(B), (C), (D)); lenders, guarantors, or endorsers of loans to the reporting committee

(§ 434(b)(3)E)); persons providing rebates, refunds, or other offsets to operating expenditures
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to the reporting committee (§ 434(b)(3)(F)); persons providing any dividend, interest, or other
receipt to the reporting committee (§ 434(b)(3)(G)); and persons to whom or committees to which
expenditures, disbursements, or loans have been made (§ 434(b)(5), (6)). For the Commission’s
convenience, a copy of its 1990 Advisory Opinion (hereafter sometimes "AO") is attached as an
appendix to this letter request. *
The Commission’s 1990 Advisory Opinion granted exemptions to last through two

presidential election cycles, until December 31, 1996. It further provided, AO at 11,636, that:

[a]t least sixty days prior to December 31, 1996, the SWP may

submit a new advisory opinion request seeking a renewal of the

exemption. If a request is submitted, the Commission will consider

the factual information then presented as to harassment after 1989,

or the lack thereof and will make a decision at that time as to the

renewal.
Upon the basis of the factual information submitted here as to post-1989 harassment from both
government and private sources, we request renewal of the previously granted exemptions for the
next two presidential cycles, until December 31, 2004.

I
In its 1990 Advisory opinion, the Commission found that, upon the factual record

presented there and replicated here, exemption from the disclosure requirements of the Act was
constitutionally required under the Supreme Court’s decisions in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1
(1976) and Brown v. Socialist Workers '74 Campaign Committee (Ohio), 459 U.S. 87 (1982).
The Commission agreed with the SWP that Buckley and Brown had established that "under

certain circumstances, the Act’s disclosure requirements as applied to a minor party would be

unconstitutional because the threat to the exercise of First Amendment rights resulting from

¥ Not «’Hacu) held L-( OCC i~ &S S\es. CO«"
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disclosure would outweigh the insubstantial interest in disclosure by that entity." AO at 11,633.
The Supreme Court recognized:

The Constitution protects against the compelled disclosure of

political associations and beliefs. Such disclosures "can seriously

infringe on privacy of association and belief guaranteed by the First

Amendment."”
Brown v. Socialist Workers 74 Campaign Committee (Ohio), 459 U.S. at 91 (quoting Buckley,
424 U.S. at 64). In Mcintyre v. Ohio Elections Comm’'n, __U.S. __, 115 S, Ct. 1511 (1995),
the Supreme Court recently reaffirmed the governing principles and expressly endorsed the
continuing validity of Buckley and Brown.

The Commission further found that, under Buckley and Brown, the SWP:

need show only a reasonable probability that the compelled

disclosure of a party’s contributors [or other protected categories of

persons] will subject them to threats, harassment, or reprisals from

either Government officials or private parties.
AO at 11,633, quoting Buckley, 424 U.S. at 74. The Commission elaborated upon this standard,
further quoting Buckley, 424 U.S. at 74:

The proof may include, for example, specific evidence of past or

present harassment of members due to their associational ties, or of

harassment directed against the organization itself. A pattern of

threats or specific manifestations of public hostility may be

sufficient.
AO at 11,633.

In 1990, the Commission held that the SWP’s submission satisfied the constitutionally

compelled standard. It found that "during the past five years, the SWP has continued to

experience harassment from several sources." AO at 11,636. The Commission also considered
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relevant "the long history of FBI and other governmental harassment of the SWP"
notwithstanding discontinuance of the formal FBI investigation of the SWP. AO at 11,634. It
concluded that "the recent events cited, along with the history of governmental harassment,
indicate that there is a reasonable probability that compelled disclosure . . . will subject [the
protected categories of persons] to threats, harassment, or reprisals from governmental or private
sources.” The Commission’s 1990 determination was in accord with a long line of determinations
by both federal and state authorities that the SWP is constitutionally entitled to exemptions from
election disclosure requirements.

The SWP continues to be a "minor political party." As the Commission found in 1990,
"despite running a presidential candidate in every election since 1948 and numerous candidates

for Federal, state, and local offices, no SWP candidate has ever been elected to public office in

v See Brown v. Socialist Workers '74 Campaign Committee (Ohio), 459 U.S. 87 (1982)
(Ohio election law); Socialist Workers 1974 National Campaign Committee v. Federal Election
Commission, Civil Action No. 74-1338, U.S.D.C. (D.D.C.) (1985 and 1979 Consent Decrees)
(federal election law); Washington Public Disclosure Commission (September 1996) (Exhibit A
hereto) and PDC Nos. 1783 (1993), 1706 (1992), and 1631 (1991) (Washington election law);
Iowa Campaign Finance Disclosure Commission (1992) (Exhibit B hereto); McCarther v. Smith,
716 F. Supp. 592 (S.D. Fla. 1989) (Florida election law); 1980 Illinois Socialist Workers
Campaign v. lllinois Bd. of Election, 531 F. Supp. 915 (N.D. Ill. 1981) (Illinois election law);
Wisconsin Socialist Workers 1976 Campaign Committee v. McCann, 433 F. Supp. 540 (E.D.Wisc.
1977) (Wisconsin election law); Doe v. Martin, 404 F. Supp. 753 (D.D.C. 1975) (District of
Columbia election law); In re Manual No. AE 77,005 (California Fair Political Practices
Commission, March 1977) (California election law); Socialist Workers 1974 Washington State
Campaign v. Washington Public Disclosure Comm., Nos. 52,505; 54,772 (Wash. Sup. Ct. April,
1977) (transcript of oral opinion), AR at 427-59 (State of Washington election law); In the Matter
of Minnesota Socialist Workers 1974 Campaign Committee Request for Exemption, No. H-0001
(Minn. State Ethics Comm., September, 1974), AR at 692-97 (cited in Doe v. Martin, 404 F.
Supp. at 756, n.4.) (Minnesota election law). All exhibits referenced in this letter are bound
together in a separate volume submitted herewith.
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a partisan election." AO at 11,634. This remains the case today. Indeed, in the 1992
Presidential election, the SWP candidates received 23,058 votes. In recent senatorial elections,
SWP candidates received 1,038 votes in 1994 for a write-in ticket in Florida; 10,056 votes in
1992 in Illinois; 1,370 votes in 1992 in Iowa; 2,428 votes in 1994 in Minnesota; 2,804 votes in
1990 and 3,606 votes in 1994 in New Jersey; 16,724 votes in 1992 and 14,892 votes in 1994 in
New York; and 5,292 votes in 1992 and 1,514 votes in 1994 in Utah. See Declaration of Greg
McCartan (Exhibit C).

Likewise, as demonstrated post, the incidents of harassment over the last six years are
comparable in all respects to those which the Commission found sufficient in its 1990 Advisory
Opinion. AO at 11,636. Indeed, if anything, they are greater in number and more intimidating
in character than previously. Accordingly, under the Commission’s 1990 Advisory Opinion, as
under Buckley and Brown, the SWP remains entitled to the requested exemptions.

Only last month, in September 1996, the Washington Public Disclosure Commission found
that, as we maintain here, continuing harassment of the SWP requires exemption from election
disclosure requirements under Buckley and Brown. Washington Public Disclosure Commission
Order No. 2055 (Exhibit A). Upon a less extensive showing of harassment than made here, the
Public Disclosure Commission found, inter alia, that:

* * *

5. There are instances where business owners fear they will
become targets of reprisals if it is known they do business with the
[Socialist Workers] party or its candidates.
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6. Disclosure of the names and addresses of persons who
contribute could have a chilling effect on the [Socialist Workers]
party’s ability to solicit and collect campaign funds.

7. Disclosure of the names and addresses of vendors who supply
goods and services could have a chilling effect on the [Socialist
Workers] party’s ability to purchase necessary campaign materials
and services.

8. Disclosure of the occupation of any . . . contributors, or the
employers of such contributors, could have a chilling effect on the
[Socialist Workers] Party’s ability to solicit and collect campaign
funds.

9. Making the books and records of the [Socialist Workers] Party
available for public inspection during the eight days prior to any
election could have a chilling effect on the party’s ability to solicit
and collect campaign funds, and on the Party’s ability to purchase
necessary campaign materials and services.

While relying upon recent incidents, the Public Service Commission also found relevant,

as did this Commission in 1990, that:

[tlhere is a long history of harassment, disruptive efforts by
individuals and government agencies, government surveillance, and
threats against individuals identified with the Socialist Workers
Party nationwide. '

The Commission additionally found that:

Id. at 2.

The Socialist Workers Party is outspoken in its defense of the
rights of Blacks and other minorities, desegregation, affirmative
action and similar, often controversial issues. As a result,
candidates and party supporters have been subject to racial threats
and potential victimization.
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To the same effect, the Iowa Campaign Finance Disclosure Commission acknowledged
in 1992 that continuing harassment of the SWP and its associates required exemption from
normal election disclosure provisions. (Exhibit B). The Iowa Commission determined that there
"is a history of harassment, disruption, surveillance, violence, threats and other deleterious
impacts directed at individuals identified with the SWP, both nationally and within the State of
Iowa," Id. § 6(b). The Iowa Commission also found "evidence that business owners fear they
will become a target if it is known that they do business or associate with the SWP or its
candidates." /Id. q 6(b). The Iowa Commission additionally found that the SWP political
philosophy "engendered intolerance from the local, state and national ‘mainstream.’" Id. § 6(c).
On this factual basis and in accordance with the legal requirements of Buckley and Brown, the
Iowa Commission concluded that "an exemption . . . is necessary to prevent infringement of the
First Amendment rights to free political speech and free association on the part of the supporters
of the [Socialist Workers campaign] Committee[s] as well as to protect the rights of recipients
of expenditures from the [campaign] Committee[s]." Id. at § 6(d).

The demonstration of post-1989 harassment made here is more extensive than the SWP’s
submissions to the Washington and lowa Commissions. The facts are set forth in the first of two
volumes of exhibits accompanying this request for an advisory opinion¥ We summarize that

showing as follows:

¥ The supporting exhibits have been arranged in the accompanying volume to correspond

to the numeration in this summary. A sgcond volume of exhibits reproduces the submission made
in support of the SWP’s 1990 application for an advisory opinion.” X %

Ad 00C vetms the 7770 AL Volume 1h ik Sile. 105
an  Spdenfipr docivnadt and dophidy ¥ A §le = Ao 19%-)3
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1. In September 1996, a SWP volunteer worker campaigning from a table on
a public sidewalk in New Brunswick, New Jersey was harassed and assaulted by a Rutgers
University police officer. The table displayed SWP campaign placards, featured brochures for
the SWP presidential ticket, and exhibited posters expressing the political positions the campaign
supports. The police officer exerted physical force on the campaign worker by twisting and
bruising his arm and demanded to see his driver’s license and Social Security card. A summons
was given to the campaign worker for "soliciting without permit.”

2. During the Summer of 1996, the police in Miami, Florida disrupted a
discussion of political issues between the SWP candidate for Congressional District 17 and
several interested individuals. The police questioned the legitimacy of the campaign and its right
to distribute literature. The intimidating police presence dissuaded those who had been in the
process of signing up for more information.

3. In August 1996, three campaign workers petitioning to put Socialist
Workers Party candidates for President and Vice-President on the ballot in New York State were
detained and charged with unlawful solicitation and illegal assembly, despite the fact that they
were engaged in protected political activity. The petitions and political literature were confiscated
by the police. The charges were dismissed by the judge after the attorney for the campaign
workers argued that the defendants were engaged in constitutionally protected activity.

4, In July 1996, while an SWP congressional candidate and a campaign
worker were campaigning in Miami, Florida across from the campus of Miami Dade Community

College, the police pulled out handcuffs and threatened to arrest them if they did not put away
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the literature and leave. They did this in the presence of students who were interested in learning
more about the campaign.

S. In July 1996, right-wing Cuban Americans in Miami Beach overturned an
SWP campaign table in front of police who did nothing to stop this harassment.

6. In December-1995, in Des Moines, Iowa, the offices of the SWP and a
bookstore located at the same premises, were the target of an arson attack.

7. In November 1995, a violent and threatening message was left on the
answering machine of the Socialist Workers 1995 Campaign in the State of Washington.

8. In May 1995, Ilona Gersh was denied employment at the White Oak Mine
in Scoffield, Utah. The employee relations director told Gersh that he had investigated her
political activities and discovered that she had been a SWP candidate for Congress. The
employee relations director further stated that he did not want to hire anyone who was involved
with socialist activities.

9. In November 1993, a large piece of asphalt was thrown through the window
of the SWP’s offices in Detroit, Michigan. The premises had been identified as the location of
the SWP offices in literature that had been distributed throughout the City.

10. In September 1993, four campaign workers supporting the bid of SWP
candidate Mark Rahn for governor of New Jersey were physically assaulted by a group of Cuban
Americans. The assailants shouted "communists," "murderers," and "free Cuba," as they
overturned the campaign table and attacked the activists working on behalf of the SWP candidate.

One of the campaign workers was taken to the hospital. Although this attack was witnessed by
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police officers, they neither acted to prevent the attack nor filed any charges against the
attackers.

11. In May 1992, Chris Nisan, the SWP candidate for Congress in the fifth
district of Minnesota, received three telephone death threats after leading a demonstration
protesting the Los Angeles police department’s racially-motivated beating of Rodney King. Three
different callers stated that Nisan would be "taken out" for his role in the protests.

12.  In February 1992, in Des Moines, Iowa, a bullet was fired through the
window of the SWP offices. The attack came during a period in which the SWP was actively
expressing its viewpoints at city council meetings and public hearings.

13. InNovember 1991, an anonymous caller threatened to kill those associated
with the SWP offices and a bookstore in Omaha, Nebraska, unless they closed down.

14.  In June 1991, a swastika and the slogan "White Power" were spray-painted
on the offices of the SWP mayoral campaign in Birmingham, Alabama.

15. In January 1991, the window of the SWP campaign headquarters in St.
Louis, Missouri was smashed, the day after the SWP submitted a sufficient number of signatures
to qualify to be listed on the ballot in an upcoming election. SWP campaign supporters had
focused their signature-gathering efforts on publicizing the SWP’s vehement opposition to the war
against Iraq.

16. In August 1990, the SWP congressional candidate discovered that the
window of the offices of the SWP 1990 Election Campaign and a bookstore at the same premises

in Des Moines, Iowa had been vandalized.
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17.  InMay 1990, in Chicago, Illinois, the glass in the front door of the building
housing the offices of the SWP was broken by vandals. No other windows on the street were
broken in this incident.

18.  In December 1989, in Kansas City, Missouri, a telephone message was
recorded on the answering machine at the Socialist Workers Party headquarters suggesting that
supporters of the SWP’s political position on Panama "should be shot."

19.  In October 1995, the police singled out two SWP members, on the basis
of their political affiliation, from among numerous persons walking a picket line at a Boeing plant
in Washington, arrested, finger printed, and photographed them before releasing them without
charges.

20. For one and half years, Milton Chee, an aircraft sheet metal worker at the
Alameda Naval Aviation Depot and a member of the Socialist Workers Party, was subjected to
a Hatch Act investigation for allegedly violating provisions concerning federal employees seeking
elective office in a partisan election. Chee had sought election to the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors, which state law categorizes as a nonpartisan election, and had received the
endorsement of the SWP. The United States Office of Special Counsel eventually concluded its
investigation in 1993 and decided not to seek disciplinary action. The office had not commenced
its investigation until Chee’s superiors at the Alameda Naval Air Station became concerned with
the content of Chee’s views, which are consistent with those held by the SWP, and had brought

Chee to the Office’s attention.
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21.  In September 1992, two SWP campaign workers distributing campaign
literature in Jersey City, New Jersey received tickets for violating the city’s peddling ordinance.
The City subsequently acknowledged that the SWP had been engaging in constitutionally
protected activity and dismissed the tickets. In response to this police harassment, the SWP
congressional candidate and her supporters requested a letter from the City Council confirming
their right to distribute campaign literature. A City Council member recognized that the police
might not agree with the views of the SWP, and the City Council unanimously supported this
request.

22. In March 1992, Kate Kaku, SWP candidate for U.S. Senator from Illinois
and a trade unionist, was arrested on charges of criminal trespass and obstructing an officer as
she participated in a rally in support of striking United Auto Workers members. Before entering
the venue where the rally was taking place, Kaku had been distributing literature about the SWP
campaign, including copies of the socialist newsweekly, The Militant, which had endorsed Kaku’s
campaign. The police told the local press that Kaku and another unionist were arrested because
they had been passing around "militant literature." The charges were later dropped without
explanation.

23.  In August 1991, supporters of the SWP’s candidates for state office in New
Jersey were harassed and threatened by several police officers. While the campaign workers were
staffing a literature table outside of the campaign offices, three police officers, two on horseback,

hovered nearby, made threatening comments, and asked provocative questions seemingly for the
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purpose of intimidation. In response to escalating threats, the campaign workers took down the
table.

Clearly, this regrettable pattern of harassment during the period 1990-1996 is comparable
to the harassment during the 1985-1989 period found sufficient by the Commission in its 1990
Advisory Opinion. See AO at 11, 636. As the Commission had stated, such a showing entitles
the SWP to a continuation of the exemptions granted in AO 1990-13.

I

Although the Commission in its 1990 Advisory Opinion indicated that renewal of the
exemptions would turn upon the post-1989 record of harassment, AO at 11,636, the past history
of federal activities directed against the SWP remains relevant. Its unique force did not escape
the Commission in considering the SWP’s entitlement to exemptions in 1990. Nor can this
history of government persecution be ignored here, given its long duration, extraordinary intensity
and gross illegality -- all as determined by the federal courts, Socialist Workers Party v. Attorney
General, 642 F. Supp. 1357 (S.D.N.Y. 1986) and by Congress, Report No., 94-755, Senate Select
Committee To Study Governmental Operations With Respect to Intelligence Activities, Book II,
Intelligence Activities and the Rights of Americans, and Book III, Supplementary Detailed Staff
Reports on Intelligence Activities and the Rights of Americans.

In its 1990 Advisory Opinion, the Commission recapitulated some of this extraordinary
history of federal misconduct and animus. AO at 11,634-36. While there is no need to establish
once again the facts already found by the Commission, we do believe it important to summarize

here again that prior showing, lest the full force of what transpired be lost. Given the intensity,
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duration, and pervasiveness of government persecution, it is hardly surprising that the history
of FBI disruption ("COINTELPRO"), warrantless burglaries, warrantless wiretaps, informant
penetration, and the like still intimidates and still hampers the ability of the SWP to solicit
contributions and to engage in educational and political activities. See Declarations of Janet Post,
Seth Galinsky, and Norton Sandler (Exhibit D); McCartan Decl. 99 8-10 (Exhibit C).

Beginning in 1941, the Federal Bureau of Investigation began a generalized investigation
of the SWP which was to last for at least the next 35 years. Socialist Workers Party v. Attorney
General, 642 F. Supp. 1357 (S.D.N.Y. 1986).¢ The investigation began in roughly the same time
period that 18 members of the SWP were prosecuted and convicted for conspiring to advocate
the violent overthrow of the government under the Smith Act, 18 U.S.C. § 2385. Dunne v.
United States, 138 F.2d 137 (8th Cir. 1943), cert. denied, 320 U.S. 790 (1943).

In the course of its investigation, the FBI amassed over 8 million documents. Between
the years 1960 and 1976, the FBI employed approximately 1,300 informers, of whom
approximately 300 were or became members of the SWP, paying over $1.6 million to the
informers alone. The informers routinely and regularly reported upon the lawful political

activities, discussions, and debates of the SWP as well as the names, addresses, descriptions and

¥ The facts concerning the government’s generalized investigation of the Socialist Workers

Party are drawn from this decision unless otherwise noted. In 1976, over the objections of the
FBI, the Attorney General ostensibly terminated the generalized domestic security investigation
of the SWP, 642 F. Supp. at 1400. In doing so, he specifically left open the possibility of
reopening the investigation in the future, instructing that information concerning an asserted link
between the SWP and a foreign-based political group "should be carefully watched" and that the
emergence of "new facts or circumstances" may "justify investigation" and "a reconsideration
would be in order." 642 F. Supp. at 1401.
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places of employment of members and their families. The informers reported, again on a regular
basis, a host of personal information including marital or cohabitational status, marital strife,
health, travel plans and personal habits.¥

As the Commission recognized, the SWP was the subject of the FBI’s COINTELPRO
Program in the 1960’s and 1970’s. AO at 11,635. The program was "‘designed to disrupt the
SWP on a national, as well as local level.’" Id. (quoting Socialist Workers Party v. Attorney
General, 642 F. Supp. at 1348). Under the COINTELPRO Program directed specifically at the
SWP,? at least 46 specific disruption operations were conducted by the FBI. The disruption
included, among other activities, attempts to embarrass SWP candidates, cause the arrest of
candidates, foment racial strife within the SWP and between the SWP and other groups, and
cause strife between SWP supporters and others in a variety of political movements and

coalitions.?

4

= Report of the Special Master in Socialist Workers Party v. Attorney General. This report
was prepared at the direction of the district court on the basis of a review of 18 informer files
which served as a representative summary of the total 1,300 informer files amassed between 1960
and 1976.

The Special Masters’ report and the other exhibits referenced hereafter in Part II of this
letter request were submitted to the Commission in support of the SWP’s 1990 application for
an advisory opinion. For the Commission’s convenience, we are resubmitting in a second volume
of exhibits all exhibits submitted in support of the 1990 application.

¥ The SWP was also targeted for disruption under the auspices of the COINTELPRO
Programs directed against the Communist Party and the "New Left." 642 F. Supp. at 1385.

¢ An overview of the disruption activities is set forth in Socialist Workers Party v. Attorney

General, 642 F. Supp. at 1385-89. A more detailed description of many of the disruption
activities can be found in Nelson Blackstock, COINTELPRO: The FBI'’s Secret War on Political
Freedom (3rd ed. 1988).
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As the Commission also noted, the FBI conducted warrantless electronic surveillance of
the SWP on an extensive basis. AO at 11,635. In total, electronic eavesdropping resulted in the
collection of all manner of information on political matters as well as a host of information on
more personal matters.

During the same time period, the FBI conducted at least 204 "surreptitious entries," AO
at 11,635, i.e., burglaries, of the offices of the SWP. These burglaries were, of course, not the
only means by which the government obtained documents, for the government also maintained
an extensive network of informants who, as the Commission found, "reported on the activities,
discussions, and debates of the SWP." AO at 11,635.

As the Commission noted, over a period of many years, the FBI maintained lists of the
names, addresses, and employers of SWP members -- successively identified as the Custodial
Detention List, the Security Index and the Administrative Index -- which targeted individuals for
detention in the event of a "national emergency." AO at 11,635. The FBI intended to include
all SWP members on these lists. Id.

Beginning in 1948, the SWP was included on the Attorney General’s list of organizations
designated pursuant to Executive Order 9835 establishing the Employee Loyalty Program for

certain employees of the executive branch of the government? Under the program, an

¥ Executive Order 9835 provided that in determining loyalty to the government, one of the

factors to be considered was an individual’s membership in an organization designated by the
Attorney General:

as totalitarian, fascist, communist, or subversive, or as having
adopted a policy of advocating or approving the commission of acts
of force or violence to deny others their rights under the
Constitution of the United States, or as seeking to alter the form of
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employment application by a member of a listed organization was subjected to a full field
investigation by the FBI and questioned concerning his or her loyalty, and this fact was used to
determine whether to hire the individual ¥
Even after the Attorney General’s list was terminated in 1974, the FBI continued to report
an individual’s membership in the SWP. In later years, the FBI described the SWP as follows:
The SWP is a revolutionary, Trotskyist-communist organization
which has as its purpose the overthrow of the U.S. Government and
the institution of a dictatorship of the working class and the
eventual achievement of a communist society.

642 F. Supp. at 1399,

In 1986, after thirteen years of litigation, the court in Socialist Workers Party v. Attorney
General awarded damages against the United States for this sustained and systematic violation
of the SWP’s rights. 642 F. Supp. at 1417-25. It found that the FBI had acted with a "malign
purpose,” with the intent of causing harm, and without any legal authority or justification. 642
F. Supp. at 1419-20.

As the Commission found in its 1990 Advisory Opinion, there is reason to believe that

federal animus against the SWP continues, AO at 11,635, reinforcing the chilling effect on First

Amendment rights created by past misconduct. The Commission noted that, even after the

government of the United States by unconstitutional means.

Executive Order 9835 was substantially amended by Executive Order 10241 and superseded by
Executive Order 10450 so as to include all government civilian employees. The Attorney
General continued to maintain his list including the SWP throughout these changes.

¥ There have been a number of instances in which the fact of the individual’s association
with the SWP affected his or her employment. See 642 F. Supp. at 1389-99.
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federal court had issued its judgment holding the FBI’s decades-old campaign against the SWP
unconstitutional, Socialist Workers Party v. Attorney General, 642 F. Supp. 1357 (S.D.N.Y.
1986), and had further found that, as the Commission summarized the holding, the SWP was
engaged in "peaceful, lawful political activity,” AO at 11,635, the federal government submitted
affidavits in 1987 asserting a continuing need to access information about the SWP, its members
and supporters. In the government’s view, the SWP remained "a hostile organization which has
consistently posed a threat to free government." AO at 11,635 (internal quotations omitted). The
government continued to insist that "it was -- and is -- reasonable for the FBI and other agencies
of the Government to believe that the SWP and its members have a revolutionary ideology whose
goal is the violent overthrow of our democratic processes and form of government." Exhibit B
at 9 (emphasis supplied); this "revolutionary ideology. . . poses a threat to the fundamental
interest of self-preservation,” id. at 10. On this basis, the federal government asserted an interest
in and need to know and record the names of members and individuals associated with the SWP.
See Socialist Workers Party v. Attorney General, 666 F. Supp. 621, 623 (S.D.N.Y. 1987).
Representatives of various government agencies expressed their intent to use such
information, and their fundamental antagonism toward the SWP, in clear terms. For example,
the Office of Personal Management argued that such "information [is] important because these
organizations in the past were opposed to our form of Government and the national interest."
Declaration of Gary B. McDaniel § 6, Exhibit C. The Department of State asserted its need for
information about any job applicant’s "interaction with a group advancing a hostile ideology" for

security clearances, and "information about any hostile organization which has consistently posed
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a threat to free governments. . . ." Declaration of Roger H. Robinson, {{ 4, 6, Exhibit D. The
Immigration and Naturalization Service claimed a need to know the identities of SWP supporters
in order to enforce laws making an individual who advocates world communism or the
establishment of totalitarian dictatorship deportable from this country, excludable from this
country or ineligible for naturalization. Declaration of Edwin W. Dornell, 4§ 5, 6, Exhibit E.
See also Declaration of Thomas J. O’Brien 1Y 3-9, Exhibit F, explaining need for access to FBI
files on the SWP because they "may serve to corroborate or establish an affiliation with" an
organization "characterized by Executive Order 10450" for the purposes of investigation of
members of the armed services, civilian employees and employees in industry by the Defense
Investigative Service.

The court ruled against the government. Socialist Workers Party v. Attorney General, 666
F. Supp. at 626. More significantly, these assertions of need and pronouncements of intended
uses reinforce the lesson reasonable persons draw from the historical record of federal misconduct
and animus: that disclosure of their relations with or support of the SWP or its candidates might
provide, now or sometime in the future, a basis for federal investigation and other prejudicial
government actions.

CONCLUSION

The showing made here of continued harassment is in all respects comparable to the

showing found sufficient by the Commission in 1990. Along with the long history of federal

persecution, it establishes that, under controlling constitutional principles, the Socialist Workers
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Party and its election committees are entitled to renewal of the previously granted exemptions

from the disclosure requirements of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

spectfully submitted,

Mlchael Krmsky
Michael Ludwig
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STATE OF WASHINGTON
PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION

711 Capitol Way Rm 403, PO Box 40908 * Olympia, Washington 98504-0908 * (360) 753-1111 * FAX ({360) 753-1112

BEFORE THE PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATIONOF ) PDC NO. 2055
THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 1996 ) Findings. Conclusions
CAMPAIGN FOR A REPORTING ) and Order
MODIFICATION )
)

f

This matter came on for hearing before the Public Disclosure Commission on the application of
the Socialist Workers Party 1996 Campaign for a modification of the reporting requirements of
RCW 42.17.065(2) (a and b); .065(S); .067(6); .080(4); and .090. Considecation of the request
was made pursuant to RCW 42.17.370(9) and chapter 390-28 WAC by the entire Commission.
The proceedings were held in Senate Hearing Room #2, First Floor, John A. Cherberg Building,
Capito) Campus, Olympia, Washington, on the afternoon of August 26, 1996. Mark Eide, ar
attorney representing the Socialist Workers Party, by letter and personal appearance, request d
that the Socialist Workers Party 1996 campaign not be required to report the names and
addresses of contributors to their campaigns or of vendors to whom the campaign made
expenditures. He further requested that original books and records of the campaign not be
available for public inspection during the eight days prior to any election. Mr. Eide also
requested that the Party not be required to disclose the occupation of any coded contributors, and
not be required to identify the contributor’s employer. Mr. Eide asked that the requested
modification apply to the 1996 Socialist Workers Party campaign and not to the individual
candidates running under the Party banner.

IL
Based on the testimony offered at the hearing, the Commission made the following

EINDINGS OF FACT

L 4

1. The Socialist Workers Party 1996 Campaign is the election campaign committec of the
Socialist Workers Party, a political party which receives funds and makes contributions to
Washington state candidates and committees. The party sponsors candidates in state and local
elections and has done so for many years. Thus far, no Socialist Workers Party candidate has
been elected to public office in Washington state.
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2. There is a long history of harassment, dismptive efforts by individuals and government

agencies, government surveillance, and threats against individuals identificd with the Socialist
Workers Party nationwide. The Socialist Workers Party is outspoken in its defense of the rights

of Blacks and other minorities, desegregation, affirmative action and similar, often controversial

issues. As a result, candidates and party supporters have been subject to racial threats and
potential victimization.

3 On several occasions in the past Socialist Workers Party campaigns and candidates have been
either exempted from or granted modification of campaign reporting provisions of state and
federal law because of the hardships met by the party if required to disclose campaign

contributors’ or vendors' names. The Socialist Workers Party has not rcponed this information in
the past in Washington state.

4. The Socialist Workers Party has run candidates in Washington state for federal, state and local
office since 1978. No candidate has won election thus far.

5. There are instances where business owners fear they will become the target of reprisals if it is
known they do business with the party or its candidates.

6. Disclosure of the names and addresses of persons who contribute could have a chilling effect
on the party's ability to solicit and collect campaign funds.

7. Disclosure of the names and addresses of vendors who supply goods and services could have a
chilling effect on the party's ability to purchase necessary campaign materials and services.

8. Disclosure of the occupation of any coded contributors, or the employers of such contributors,
could have a chilling effect on the Party’s ability to solicit and collect campaign funds.

9. Making the books and records of the Party available for public inspection during the cight days

prior to any election could have a chilling effect on the party’s ability to solicit and collect

campaign funds, and on the Party’s ability to purchase necessary campaign materials and services.
IML.

r

Having made these Findings of Fact, the Commission makes the following

U LAW

1. Literal compliance with all the provisions of the statute and the rules would work a manifestly
unreasonable hardship on the applicant.
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2. Limited suspension or modification of the reporting requirements of RCW 42.17 as specified
in the Order would not frustrate the purposes of the Act in this particular case.

Iv.

Having made these Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the Commission issues the
following

ORDER

1. The applicant may satisfy the requirements to report the names and addresses of contributors
and persons to whom expenditures are made by assigning a code number to each such person and
reporting that code together with the amounts contributed or paid as an expenditure. The
applicant shall identify each coded contributor as being either an individual or a non-individual.
The applicant shall be required to obtain, but not disclose, the occupation of the contributor and
the name and address of the contributor’s employer, as required by WAC 390-16-034.

2. The applicant shall not be required to make their books and records of account available for
public inspection during the last eight days prior to the election. '

3. If more than $1,100 per election is accepted from any one source, the applicant shall, within 72
hours of receipt of such contribution, deliver written notification to the Public Disclosure
Commission, identifying the contributor by code, and designating by name and amount the
candidate(s) to benefit from such contribution. The amount designated to benefit a statewide
candidate, coming from any one source, shall not exceed $1,100 per election.

4. This modification shall be in effect through December 31, 1996,

5. In all other matters required to be reported, the applicant shall comply in full with the reporting
requirements of chapter 42.17 RCW.

DATED this day of September, 1996.

FOR THE PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COMMISSION

Midissi 1 S

Melissa Warheit, Executive Director

\MODIRSWP96.DOC
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BEFORE THE IOWA CAMPAIGN FINANCE
DISCLOSURE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

Socialist Workers 1991 Campaign,
Nan Bailey for Mayor

Committee; and

Nan Bailey, Candidate.

STIPULATION

s s N N “us® stV “uus®

Come now the Iowa Campaign Finance Disclosure Commission
(the Commission) and Nan Bailey, Candidate, both individually and
on behalf of the Socialist Workers 1991 Campaign, Nan Bailey for
Mayor Committee (the Committee), and, pursuant to Iowa Code
§ 17A.10 (1991), enter into this Stipulation of a controversy
which might otherwise culminate in a contested case proceeding:

1. The Committee filed its Statement of Organization with
the Polk County Auditor on March 19, 1991, indicating Nan Bailey
as the candidate supported, Mayor [City of Des Moines] as the
office sought, and Christopher S. Remple as treasurer.

2. The Committee filed a Disclosure Report with the Polk
County Auditor on May 19, 1991. That disclosure report did not
contain identification of contributors to or recipients of
expenditures from the Committee. Accompanying the Disclosure
Report was a letter from the treasurer asserting a waiver of
reporting requirements in accordance with the First Amendment of
the Constitution of the United States and an Advisory Opinion
issued by the Federal Election Commission.

3. The Commission has jurisdiction of the parties and the
controversy. The Commission is responsible for enforcement of
the Iowa Campaign Finance Disclosure Law, Iowa Code chapter 56.

1



q, On initial review on June 19, 1991, the Commission
declined to grant a waiver from reporting requirements on the
basis that the mayoral race was non-partisan, and that therefore
party affiliation was irrelevant.

5. On a request by Nan Bailey and the Committee for
reconsideration, the Commission reviewed its determination on
September 5, 1991, considering additional evidence submitted,
including case precedent indicating that the partisan/non-
partisan nature of a municipal election was not relevant to a
determination as to whether full enforcement of chapter 56 would
unconstitutionally deprive a person of rights of free political
speech and association.

6. Upon review, the Commission determined that:

a. The Committee is an election committee of the Socialist
Workers Party (SWP), a minority political party.

b. There is a history of harassment, disruption,
surveillance, violence, threats and other deleterious impacts
directed at individuals identified with the SWP, both nationally
and within the State of Iowa. There is evidence that business
owners fear they will also become a target if it is known that
they do business or associate with the SWP or its candidates.

c. The political philosophies expressed as a SWP candidate
for a non-partisan mayoral race are consistent with the political
philosophies of the SWP. It is a SWP candidate’s association
with and espousal of these protected political philosophies

which has engendered intolerance from the local, state and



national "mainstream"; the intolerance is not dependent on the
partisan or non-partisan nature of the election. Therefore, the
non-partisan nature of the election will not prevent a partial
waiver of the requirements of chapter 56.

d. Consistent with United State Supreme Court decisions
interpreting the Federal Election laws (Buckley v. Valeo, 424
U.S. 1 (1976), Brown v. Socialist Workers ‘74 Campaign Committee
(Ohio), 459 U.S. 87 (1982)), decisions in the lower courts, and
decisions of other administrative bodieg charged with
administration of campaign finance laws, an exemption from the
reporting requirements of chapter 56 is necessary to prevent
infringement of the First Amendment rights to free political
speech and free association on the part of the supporters of the
Committee as well as to protect the rights of recipients of
expenditures from the Committee. However, the Commission is
responsible to ensure that compliance with chapter 56 is
satisfied without such infringement.

e. Based upon the above, the exemption requested by Nan
Bailey and the Committee was verbally granted on September 5,
1991.

7. The Commission notes that the Committee filed a Notice
of Dissolution on July 19, 1991.

8. The Commission agrees that it will not require Nan
Bailey, bandidate, or the Committee, to provide names of
contributors to or recipients of expenditures from the Committee.

9. Nan Bailey and the Committee have filed amended



Disclosure Reports conforming to the decision of the Commission
which reflect all required information except names of
contributors to or recipients of expenditures from the Committee.
The Committee has assigned a code number to each such contributor
or recipient and has reported that codé together with the amounts
contributed or received as an expenditure. The Committee will
keep books and records which correlate the code numbers with the
names and the contributions or expenditures. Having completed
this requirement and upon signing this Stipulation, the Committee
will be dissolved.

10. Nan Bailey and the Committee attest that to the best of
their knowledge and belief they have not violated Iowa Code
§ 56.12 (prohibiting contributions in the name of another),
§ 56.15 (prohibiting contributions from certain entities, e.g.,
corporations), or (after July 1, 1991) §§ 56.40 - 56.43 (placing

limitations on the use of campaign funds and property).

Mo bl

NAN BAILEY, Candidate Exec. Director
Individually and on behalf of For the Iowa Campaign Finance
the Socialist Workers 1991 Disclosure Commission
Campaign, Nan Bailey for Mayor
Committee
Date: 1[$*[92- Date: 45%2904923
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BEFORE THE IOWA CAMPAIGN FINANCE
DISCLOSURE COMMISSION

In the Matter of:

Socialist Workers 1991 Campaign,
Sara Lobman for Mayor Committee;
and Sara Lobman, Candidate.

STIPULATION

? e’ N’ N Nt

Come now the Iowa Campaign Finance Disclosure Commission (the Commission)
and Sara Lobman, Candidate, both individually and on behalf of the Socialist
Workers 1991 Campaign, Sara Lobman for Mayor Committee (the Committee), and,
pursuant to Iowa Code § 17A.10 (1991), enter into this Stipulation of a
controversy which might otherwise culminate in a contested case proceeding:

1. The Committee filed its Statement of Organization with the Polk
County Auditor on August 15, 1991, indicating Sara Lobman as the candidate
supported, Mayor [City of Des Moines] as the office sought, and Christopher S.
Remple as treasurer.

2. The Committee filed a Disclosure Report with the Polk County Auditor
on October 31, 1991. That disclosure report did not contain identification of
contributors to or recipients of expenditures from the Committee. Received
later was a letter from the treasurer asserting a waiver of reporting require-
ments in accordance with the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United
States and an Advisory Opinion issued by the Federal Election Commission.

3. The Commission has jurisdiction of the parties and the controversy.
The Commission is responsible for enforcement of the Iowa Campaign Finance
Disclosure Law, Iowa Code chapter 56.

4, (Qection omitted.)



5. The Commission reviewed its determination on January 22, 1992,
considering additional evidence submitted, including case precedent indicating
that the partisan/non-partisan nature of a municipal election was not relevant
to a determinatién as to whether full enforcement of chapter 56 would
unconstitutionally deprive a person of rights of free political speech and
association.

6. Upon review, the Commission determined that:

a. The Committee is an election committee of the Socialist Workers
Party (SWP), a minority political party.

b. There 1is a history of harassment, disruption, surveillance,
violence, threats and other deleterious impacts directed at individuals
identified with the SWP, both nationally and within the State of Iowa. There
is evidence that business owners fear they will also become a target if it is
known that they do business or associate with the SWP or its candidates.

c. The political philosophies expressed as a SWP candidate for a non-
partisan mayoral race are consistent with the political philosophies of the
SWP, It is a SWP candidate's association with and espousal of these protected
political philosophies which has engendered intolerance from the local, state
and national "mainstream"; the intolerance is not dependent on the partisan or
non-partisan nature of the election. Therefore, the non-partisan nature of
the election will not prevent a partial waiver of the requirements of chapter
56.

d. Consistent with United States Supreme Court decisions interpreting

the Federal Election laws (Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), Brown v.

Socialist Workers '74 Campaign Committee (Ohio), 459 U.S. 87 (1982)),




decisions in the lower courts, and decisions of other administrative bodies
charged with administration of campaign finance laws, an exemption from the
reporting requirements of chapter 56 is necessary to prevent infringement of
the First Amendment rights to free political speech and free association on
the part of the supporters of the Committee as well as to protect the rights
of recipients of expenditures from the Committee. However, the Commission is
responsible to ensure that compliance with chapter 56 is satisfied without
such infringement.

e. Based upon the above, the exemption requested by Sara Lobman and the
Committee was verbally granted on April 7, 1992,

7. The Commission notes that the Committee filed a Notice of
Dissolution on January 13, 1992.

8. The Commission agrees that it will not require Sara Lobman,
Candidate, or the Committee, to provide names of contributors to or recipients
of expenditures from the Committee.

9., Sara Lobman and the Committee have filed Disclosure Reports conform-
ing to the decision of the Commission which reflect all required information
except names of contributors to or recipients of expenditures from the
Committee. The Committee has assigned a code number to each such contributor
or recipient and has reported that code together with the amounts contributed
or received as an expenditure. The Committee will keep books and records
which correlate the code numbers with the names and the contributions or
expenditures. Having completed this requirement and upon signing this
Stipulation, the Committee will be dissolved.

10. Sa;a Lobman and the Committee attest that to the best of their

knowledge and belief they have not violated Iowa Code § 56.12 (prohibiting




contributions in the name of another), § 56.15 (prohibiting contributions from

certain entities, e.g., corporations),

or § § 56.40 - 56.43 (placing

limitations on the use of campaign funds and property).

Ao 20

Sara Lobman, Candidate
Individually and on behalf of the
Socialist Workers 1991 Campaign,
Sara Lobman for Mayor Committee

Date: 4/2 ‘//"7‘2

Kay Willi » ecutive Director
For the Iowa Campaign Finance

Date: 4//’}//70?
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DECLARATION OF GREG McCARTAN

Greg McCartan declares under penalty of perjury that the following is true and
correct:

1. I am the Director of the Socialist Workers Party 1996 National Campaign
Committee, and I have directed national campaigns for the Socialist Workers Party (the "SWP")
over a five-year period. I make this declaration in support of the request to the Federal Election
Commission for an advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee,
and the committees supporting candidates of the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain
disclosure provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

2. I have been a member of the SWP since 1979 and have personally engaged
in campaigning and organizing activities on behalf of the SWP and its candidates for elected
office since that time.

3. As the Director of the SWP 1996 National Campaign Committee, I am
knowledgeable of the results of elections in which SWP candidates have run for elected office.

4. As of the date hereof, no SWP candidate or candidate receiving funds from
an SWP campaign committee has been elected to office in a partisan election.

s. In the 1992 presidential election, the SWP candidate for President of the
United States received 23,058 votes.

6. In recent senatorial elections, SWP candidates received 1,038 votes in 1994
for a write-in ticket in Florida; 10,056 votes in 1992 in Illinois; 1,370 votes in 1992 in Iowa;
2,428 votes in 1994 in Minnesota; 2,804 votes in 1990 and 3,606 votes in 1994 in New Jersey;
16,724 votes in 1992 and 14,892 votes in 1994 in New York; and 5,292 votes in 1992 and 1,514

votes in 1994 in Utah.



7. As the Director of the SWP 1996 National Campaign Committee, I am in
close contact with SWP candidates and campaign workers. Based upon my personal experiences
working on behalf of SWP candidates and campaign committees and those of SWP candidates
and campaign workers with whom I have discussed this, it is not unusual for SWP candidates and
campaign workers to encounter individuals who are interested in supporting the SWP or its
candidates or in receiving additional information about the SWP or its candidates but are reluctant
to have their names placed on any mailing list maintained by the SWP or its campaign
committees. These individuals indicate to the SWP candidates and campaign workers that they
are fearful that they will suffer adverse consequences if they can be identified as having expressed
an interest in the SWP or in a candidate the SWP supports. These individuals express a fear of
harassment and prejudicial treatment from both governmental and private sources.

8. I have spent a substantial amount of time engaged in efforts to gain new
members for the SWP and to garner support for its political activities. Based upon my personal
experience and those of other organizers engaged in similar efforts on behalf of the SWP with
whom [ have discussed this, it is not unusual for individuals who are interested in the political
views and projects of the SWP to tell SWP workers and organizers that they are fearful that if
their support or affiliation with the SWP becomes publicly known they will suffer negative
consequences from both official and private sources.

9. The three declarations of SWP candidates and organizers attached hereto
cite specific incidents illustrating the fear and concern that SWP organizers, candidates, and
campaign workers encounter when working on behalf of the SWP, its political projects, and

SWP-supported candidacies for elected office.



Executed this 31st day of October, 1996 in New York, New York.

>AN1A W Caitpo

Greg Mc€artan



DECLARATION

1, Janet Post, declare and say:

1. As the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in Florida Congressional District
17, I was campaigning at the metro station in downtown Miami during the Summes of 1996. Several
working people and youth were discussing political issues and in the process of signing up for more
information when Miami police interrupted the discussion, and began to question the legitimacy of the
campaign and our right to distribute literature. This intimidated those who were discussing the campaign
and they decided not to sign up for more information.

2. Over the last three years on several occasions some of my coworkers at United Airlines
have subscribed to our campaign newspapers: the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. But some coworkers
have asked if the papers could be delivered to my home so I could hand deliver them at work rather than
being mailed to their addresses. Other coworkers have asked that the papers be mailed in envelopes.

3. In July, 1996, at a Socialist Workers campaign table in the city of Miami Beach, right-
wing Cuban-Americans stole books, literature, and attempted to overturn our campaign table in front of
Miami Beach police who did nothing to stop the harassment. A woman who had specifically returned to
the table after she got off work to subscribe to the Militant and sign up for campaign information was
intimidated from giving her name although she defended our right to campaign.

4. Also in July 1996 I was campaigning with a supporter across from Miami Dade
Community College, Wolfson Campus, when the Miami police, in front of students interested in learning
more about the campaign, pulled out handcuffs and threatened to arrest us if we did not immediately put
away the literature and leave. Although we protested the action of the police, we were forced to leave the
area and the students were not allowed to finish talking to us or give us their names.

5. While campaigning in October 1996 at Florida International University I met a student
who showed interest in signing up to receive leaflets on upcoming events. However, after picking up a
copy of the book FBI On Trial and raising questions about the history of government surveillance of the
Socialist Workers Party, she decided to hold off on giving her name to receive the informational leaflets.

6. Two workers at International Brand Apparels in Miami subscribed to Perspectiva
Mundial in the Fall of 1995. They asked a campaign supporter working in the plant to deliver the issues to
the factory each month instead of having them delivered to their addresses.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 19, 1996 at Miami, Florida.

\Mt‘T —-—R(g
ﬁtT POST ' "’

October 19, 1996




E TION

1, Seth Galinsky, declare and say:

1. As the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in Florida Congressional District 21, I
organized a meeting for the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. president for September 1996 at Florida
International University-University Park campus. About a dozen students attended the meeting for Harris.
Several students signed a list for more information, but one student declined, saying he was worried that the
FBI or other government agencies might get a hold of the list.

2. During the week of October 14 1 set up literature tables at FIU to help promote opposition to the
upcoming visit of rightist politician Patrick Buchanan. Many students were interested in opposing Buchanan’s
views. Two of the students who were interested declined to sign a mailing list for more information on the
Socialist Workers campaign. “Who could get a hold of this list,” one of them asked.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 19, 1996 at Miami, Florida.
ALH ,&ng

SETH GALINSKY

October 19, 1996



DECLARATION
I, NORTON SANDLER, declare and say:

1. 1 am a supporter and campaigner for the Socialist
Workers 1994 presidential slate of James Harris for President
and Laura Garza for Vice-president.

2. On several occasions over the past several months
individuals have refused to sign-up on SWP campaign mailing
lists, or make contributions to the campaign saying they feared
harassment from the FBI or other U.S. government agendes if
they became identified with the Soclalist Workers campaign.

3. The most recent examples of what is described above took
place while campaigning at San Francisco State and San Joss
State Universities in early October 1996 and at the Chevron
Refinery plant gate in Rodeo, California, in September 1996.

1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is
true and correct. Executed on October 21, 1996 at San
Francisco, California.

Yot 4 1
Norton H. Sandler
Date: rofz;/94
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DECLARATION

I, Janet Post, declare and say:

1. As the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in Florida Congressional District
17, 1 was campaigning at the metro station in downtown Miami during the Summer of 1996. Several
working people and youth were discussing political issues and in the process of signing up for more
information when Miami police interrupted the discussion, and began to question the legitimacy of the
campaign and our right to distribute literature. This intimidated those who were discussing the campaign
and they decided not to sign up for more information.

2. Over the last three years on several occasions some of my coworkers at United Airlines
have subscribed to our campaign newspapers: the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. But some coworkers
have asked if the papers could be delivered to my home so I could hand deliver them at work rather than
being mailed to their addresses. Other coworkers have asked that the papers be mailed in envelopes.

3. In July, 1996, at a Socialist Workers campaign table in the city of Miami Beach, right-
wing Cuban-Americans stole books, literature, and attempted to overturn our campaign table in front of
Miami Beach police who did nothing to stop the harassment. A woman who had specifically returned to
the table after she got off work to subscribe to the Militant and sign up for campaign information was
intimidated from giving her name although she defended our right to campaign.

4. Also in July 1996 1 was campaigning with a supporter across from Miami Dade
Community College, Wolfson Campus, when the Miami police, in front of students interested in learning
more about the campaign, pulled out handcuffs and threatened to arrest us if we did not immediately put
away the literature and leave. Although we protested the action of the police, we were forced to leave the
area and the students were not allowed to finish talking to us or give us their names.

5. While campaigning in October 1996 at Florida International University I met a student
who showed interest in signing up to receive leaflets on upcoming events. However, after picking up a
copy of the book FBI On Trial and raising questions about the history of government surveillance of the
Socialist Workers Party, she decided to hold off on giving her name to receive the informational leaflets.

6. Two workers at International Brand Apparels in Miami subscribed to Perspectiva
Mundial in the Fall of 1995. They asked a campaign supporter working in the plant to deliver the issues to
the factory each month instead of having them delivered to their addresses.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 19, 1996 at Miami, Florida.

October 19, 1996



DECLARATION

1, Seth Galinsky, declare and say:

1. As the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in Florida Congressional District 21, I
organized a meeting for the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. president for September 1996 at Florida
International University-University Park campus. About a dozen students attended the meeting for Harris.
Several students signed a list for more information, but one student declined, saying he was worried that the
FBI or other government agencies might get a hold of the list.

2. During the week of October 14 1 set up literature tables at FIU to help promote opposition to the
upcoming visit of rightist politician Patrick Buchanan. Many students were interested in opposing Buchanan’s
views. Two of the students who were interested declined to sign a mailing list for more information on the
Socialist Workers campaign. “Who could get a hold of this list,” one of them asked.

[ declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 19, 1996 at Miami, Florida.
Il Sl

SETH GALINSKY

October 19, 1996



DECLARATION
I, NORTON SANDLER, declare and say:

1. 1 am a supporter and campaigner for the Soclalist
Workers 19968 presidential slate of James Harris for President
and Laura Garza for Vice-president.

2. On several occasions over the past several months
individuals have refused to sign-up on SWP ampalgn mailing
lists, or make contributions to the campaign saying they feared
harassment from the FBI or other U.S. government agendes if
they became identified with the Soclalist Workers campalgn.

3. The most recent examples of what is described above took
place while campaigning at San Francisco State and San Jose
State Universities in early October 1996 and at the Chevron
Refinery plant gate in Rodeo, California, in September 1996.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is
true and correct. Executed on October 21, 1996 at San
Francisco, California.

Yot Y- 1
Norton H. Sandler
Date: rofz¢/9¢







DECLARATION

L, ROBERT MILLER, declare and say:

1. On September 12th, 1996, I sct up a Socialist Workers campaign table on a
public sidewalk in New Brunswick, NJ in front of the student union at the Rutgers
University campus. The table had Socialist Workers campaign placards visibly displayed -
US: Hands off Iraq and Stop the attacks on Welfare, as well as a poster for the October 12
march on Washington for immigrant rights, which the campaign supports.

2. Less than five minutes after I set up the table, which also featured brochures for
the Harris/Garza presidential ticket, and while I was speaking to a student about the
campaign's view of the US war moves in Iraq, a Rutgers policeman approached me.

3. He demanded my drivers license. I asked why. He said there was nothing to

talk about and demanded my license again. I explained 1 was engaged in constitutionalty
protected campaigning. The policemen grabbed my right arm with two hands and twisted
it back.

4. Although I said I would show him my drivers license, he just put more pressure
on my arm, pulling me backwards. This attack continued. When he let go, I had a large
bruisc and abrasion on the inside of my upper right arm.

5. Igave the policeman my license. He demanded my Social Security card, which
I gave him because of the threat of renewed violence.

6. He gave me a summons to the New Brunswick municipal court for "soliciting
without a permit”.

7. The violence against me and attack on democratic rights took place in front of
many students including several that were interested in taking campaign brochures.

8. Itold the policeman that he was violating my constitutional rights. He said he
was glad he did and said file a complaint; we like complaints.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on September 20, 1996 at Newark, New Jersey.

, »
LA, AH

ROBERT MILLER
Date ¥/25/ 9






DECLARATION

L, Janet Post, declare and say:

1. As the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in Florida Congressional District
17, 1 was campaigning at the metro station in downtown Miami during the Summer of 1996. Several
working people and youth were discussing political issues and in the process of signing up for more
information when Miami police interrupted the discussion, and began to question the legitimacy of the
campaign and our right to distribute literature. This intimidated those who were discussing the campaign
and they decided not to sign up for more information.

2. Over the last three years on several occasions some of my coworkers at United Airlines
have subscribed to our campaign newspapers: the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. But some coworkers
have asked if the papers could be delivered to my home so I could hand deliver them at work rather than
being mailed to their addresses. Other coworkers have asked that the papers be mailed in envelopes.

3. In July, 1996, at a Socialist Workers campaign table in the city of Miami Beach, right-
wing Cuban-Americans stole books, literature, and attempted to overturn our campaign table in front of
Miami Beach police who did nothing to stop the harassment. A woman who had specifically returned to
the table after she got off work to subscribe to the Militant and sign up for campaign information was
intimidated from giving her name although she defended our right to campaign.

4. Also in July 1996 1 was campaigning with a supporter across from Miami Dade
Community College, Wolfson Campus, when the Miami police, in front of students interested in learning
more about the campaign, pulled out handcuffs and threatened to arrest us if we did not immediately put
away the literature and leave. Although we protested the action of the police, we were forced to leave the
area and the students were not allowed to finish talking to us or give us their names.

5. While campaigning in October 1996 at Florida International University I met a student
who showed interest in signing up to receive leaflets on upcoming events. However, after picking up a
copy of the book FBJ On Trial and raising questions about the history of government surveillance of the
Socialist Workers Party, she decided to hold off on giving her name to receive the informational leaflets.

6. Two workers at International Brand Apparels in Miami subscribed to Perspectiva
Mundial in the Fall of 1995. They asked a campaign supporter working in the plant to deliver the issues to
the factory each month instead of having them delivered to their addresses.

1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 19, 1996 at Miami, Florida.

- T -

J T POST

©

October 19, 1996






BY AMY HUSK

BRONX, New York — Defenders of
democratic rights won a victory here Sep-
tember 4, when charges were dismissed
against three supporters of the Socialist
Workers campaign in a Bronx courthouse.
The three campaigners — Wendy Lyons,
Paco Sanchez, and Priscilla Schenk — were
detained by police August 4 at Orchard
Beach Park in the Bronx while petitioning
to get James Harris and Laura Garza on the
ballot in New York state. Their petitions and
other literature were confiscated and they
were charged with “unlawful solicitation™
and “assemblies, meetings. and other exhi-
bitions.”

The three socialist campaigners were rep-
resented by Beth Haroules of the New York
Civil Liberties Union. Haroules said in an
interview she was pleased to see a case
where the “judge recognized the bogus na-
ture of the charges. The three activists were
engaged in protected political activity and
the case was dismissed as it should have
been.”

Raynald Laforest of the Haitian Mobili-

Municipal Employees came to the court-
house to show support for the campaign-
ers. Laforest said he felt stakes in this fight
were high. “In the climate of attacks on
workers and immigrants, I'm especially
concerned about cases like this. It behooves
us to get involved in a struggle like this and

to educate around it,” he stated.

One of the issues the socialists were cam-
paigning around was support for the Octo-
ber 12 demonstration for immigrant rights.

zation to Defend Immigrant Rights and the
’ Aﬁﬁ&n’mgf‘suﬂ'&m-‘

September 16, 1996

The Militant
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Socialist Workers New York Campaign Committee

214 Ave. A (Malling address: PO Box 2652) New York, NY 10008
Phone: (212) 328-1504 « Fax: (212) 328-1502 « CompuServe: 104124,1405

James Harris for President Laura Garza for Vice President

September 4, 1996

Dear Friends,

Thanks to your efforts we won a victory for freedom of political expression
foday. The charges against us were dismissed at the Bronx courthouse. We had
been charged with “soliciting” and illegal assembly under Park Department
regulations, while petitioning to put James Harris and Laura Garza on the ballot
at Orchard Beach.

Beth Haroules of the New York Civil Liberties Union represented us in
court. She argued that we were engaged in the constitutionally protected activity
of petitioning when the police surrounded us and seized the petitions, literature,
and signs saying “Defend immigrant rights!”, "Stop Police Brutality!”, “End the
blockade against Cubal”. The penalty, if convicted, would have been up to
$1,000 and/or 90 days in jail.

The judge dismissed the charges immediately after Attorney Haroules
made her argument. We want to thank all of you who stood up to the attack on
democratic rights. By shining a spotlight on it, through your messages and calls,
you helped make this victory possible.

In Solidarity,

Wendy Lyons
Paco Sanchez
Priscill:a Schenck






RECLARATION

1, Janet Post, declare and say:

1. As the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in Florida Congressional District
17, 1 was campaigning at the metro station in downtown Miami during the Summer of 1996. Several
working people and youth were discussing political issues and in the process of signing up for more
information when Miami police interrupted the discussion, and began to question the legitimacy of the
campaign and our right to distribute literature. This intimidated those who were discussing the campaign
and they decided not to sign up for more information.

2. Over the last three years on several occasions some of my coworkers at United Airlines
have subscribed to our campaign newspapers: the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. But some coworkers
have asked if the papers could be delivered to my home so I could hand deliver them at work rather than
being mailed to their addresses. Other coworkers have asked that the papers be mailed in envelopes.

3. In July, 1996, at a Socialist Workers campaign table in the city of Miami Beach, right-
wing Cuban-Americans stole books, literature, and attempted to overtum our campaign table in front of
Miami Beach police who did nothing to stop the harassment. A woman who had specifically returned to
the table after she got off work to subscribe to the Militant and sign up for campaign information was
intimidated from giving her name although she defended our right to campaign.

4. Also in July 1996 I was campaigning with a supporter across from Miami Dade
Community College, Wolfson Campus, when the Miami police, in front of students interested in learning
more about the campaign, pulled out handcuffs and threatened to arrest us if we did not immediately put
away the literature and leave. Although we protested the action of the police, we were forced to leave the
area and the students were not allowed to finish talking to us or give us their names.

5. While campaigning in October 1996 at Florida International University I met a student
who showed interest in signing up to receive leaflets on upcoming events. However, after picking up a
copy of the book FBI On Trial and raising questions about the history of government surveillance of the
Socialist Workers Party, she decided to hold off on giving her name to receive the informational leaflets.

6. Two workers at International Brand Apparels in Miami subscribed to Perspectiva
Mundial in the Fall of 1995. They asked a campaign supporter working in the plant to deliver the issues to
the factory each month instead of having them delivered to their addresses.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 19, 1996 at Miami, Florida.

o

J T POST

October 19, 1996






DRECLARATION -

1, Janet Post, declare and say:

1. As the Socialist Workers candidate for U.S. Congress in Florida Congressional District
17, 1 was campaigning at the metro station in downtown Miami during the Summer of 1996. Several
working people and youth were discussing political issues and in the process of signing up for more
information when Miami police interrupted the discussion, and began to question the legitimacy of the
campaign and our right to distribute literature. This intimidated those who were discussing the campaign
and they decided not to sign up for more information.

2. Over the last three years on several occasions some of my coworkers at United Airlines
have subscribed to our campaign newspapers: the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial. But some coworkers
have asked if the papers could be delivered to my home so I could hand deliver them at work rather than
being mailed to their addresses. Other coworkers have asked that the papers be mailed in envelopes.

3. In July, 1996, at a Socialist Workers campaign table in the city of Miami Beach, right-
wing Cuban-Americans stole books, literature, and attempted to overturn our campaign table in front of
Miami Beach police who did nothing to stop the harassment. A woman who had specifically returned to
the table after she got off work to subscribe to the Militant and sign up for campaign information was
intimidated from giving her name although she defended our right to campaign.

4. Also in July 1996 1 was campaigning with a supporter across from Miami Dade
Community College, Wolfson Campus, when the Miami police, in front of students interested in learning
more about the campaign, pulled out handcuffs and threatened to arrest us if we did not immediately put
away the literature and leave. Although we protested the action of the police, we were forced to leave the
area and the students were not allowed to finish talking to us or give us their names.

5. While campaigning in October 1996 at Florida International University I met a student
who showed interest in signing up to receive leaflets on upcoming events. However, after picking up a
copy of the book FBI On Trial and raising questions about the history of government surveillance of the
Socialist Workers Party, she decided to hold off on giving her name to receive the informational leaflets.

6. Two workers at International Brand Apparels in Miami subscribed to Perspectiva
Mundial in the Fall of 1995. They asked a campaign supporter working in the plant to deliver the issues to
the factory each month instead of having them delivered to their addresses.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 19, 1996 at Miami, Florida.
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Arsonists attack Pathfinder bookstore in Iowa

* BY JOHN STUDER

DES MOINES, lowa — The Pathfinder
bookstore here was the target of an arson
attack in the early moming hours of De-
cember 18.

The bookstore has been open in Des

Moines since 1987 as a source of political
books that make available the ideas and
writings of working-class and revolution-
ary leaders. Among the authors published
by Pathfinder are Fidel Castro, Nelson
Mandela, V.1. Lenin, Leon Trotsky and

other leaders of the Russian revolution,
Malcolm X, Farrell Dobbs, and Thomas
Sankara.

“This arson attack is part of a pattern of
onc of the worst political crimes of our
age — the burning of books,” bookstore
manager John Cox said in a fact sheet pre-
pared after the attack and distributed to
area bookstores, political organizations,
and supporters of democratic rights.

The fire was set along the outside front
wall. It damaged a section of wall, buming
through to the inside of the bookstore be-
peath a large plate glass window. The
books and other literature in the store suf-
fered extensive smoke damage.

Firefighters responded quickly, pre-
venting the blaze from consuming the
building. A fire investigator 8etermined
that the incident was the result of arson,
adding, “It looks like someonc was trying
to do you some damage.”

The Pathfinder bookstore also rents
space to the Mark Curtis Defense Com-
mittee and the Socialist Workers Party.

Two nights before the fire, the Militant
Labor Forum, which holds weekly pro-
grams at the bookstore, had organized a
panel discussion opposing the sending of
U.S. troops to Yugoslavia.

The Mark Curtis Defense Committee
(MCDC), which has been organizing an
international fight for justice for Mark
Curtis — a socialist and union activist im-

on frame-up charges of rape and
burglary in 1988 — sponsored a highly

Continued
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Arson attack on socialist bookstore

Continued from front page

reported, but he verified that the fire was a

publicized meeting at a downtowh hotel  case of arson. He said someone applied

the night before the attack. The event, held
to celebrate the recent decision of the Iowa
State Board of Parole to grant Curtis pa-
role, was covered by Des Moines TV
channel 13, the local NBC affiliate.

The bookstore and MCDC headquarters
have been victimized by politically moti-
vated vandalism in the past, including
having a gunshot fired through one of the
front windows and a physical assault that
caused $2,000 in damage.

Pathfinder representatives arrived at the
bookstore at 4:30 a.m. after hearing about
the fire from a supporter of the bookstore
who had been following calls over his po-
lice scanner. They immediately began no-
tifying the press, and the three local televi-
sion stations sent reporting teams to the
store.

Police not keen to pursue investigation

Senior police investigator Dennis Mor-
gan, the Des Moines police officer who re-
sponded to the call, left before fire authori-
ties determined the blaze had been set on
purpose. When contacted later, Morgan
said the police were convinced that it was
arson, but had decided to put the case on
“hold” unless bookstore or MCDC volun-
teers would provide them with the name of
someone {0 investigate.

“This cowardly act was clearly a politi-
cally motivated act, an attempt to close
down the free exchange of books and
ideas, a blow to free speech. The book
burners hoped to shut down the bookstore
and intimidate those who rent space
there,” bookstore manager Cox said in a
statement released to the press that mom-
ing. He demanded that “the Des Moines
police do all in their power to catch and
prosecute to the fullest extent of the law
those ible for this attack.”

Notice of the fire and effolttls‘octy‘f book-
store supporters to s authoritics to
catch those responsible were carried by all
the area television stations and the Des
me: Register, the only daily newspaper

“Store owner believes fire was politi-
callylmuvawd."mdd:eheadhneonme
front page of the Register’s Metro section.
“Des Moines Fire In Robert Nif-
fenegger said no arrests immediately were

some kind of accelerant to the front of the
building and ignited it.”

Supporters of the free exchange of ideas
and opponents of violent attacks against
political groups organized a protest meet-
ing and press conference at the Pathfinder
bookstore December 19. Held amidst the
fire-damaged store — which volunteers
have kept open with a sign in the door
reading “Excuse the fire, we are open for
business™ — local activists gathered and
spoke out against the attack.

"Many join protest meeting

“Join in a nonpartisan effort to protest
this criminal attempt to burn down the
Pathfinder bookstore and to press the au-
monuestolctsunftlyandwnh determina-
tion,” Cox told the 30 people present.
“Send a message to John ‘Pat’ Dorrian,
mayor of Des Moines, urging that city au-
thorities take decisive action to find those
responsible and prosecute them. This is
the best way to send a clear message that
book burning will not go unpunished.”

“We are here to talk about hate crimes,”
Tim Andrews, president and exccutive di-
rector of the Gay and Lesbian Resource
Center, said. “Right-wing extremists
should be opposed by every rational
Jowan. They are being fueled by hate
mongers on the radical fringe of the right
wing. I call on every reasonable Iowan to
oppose such acts and to work towards
il-“

Cox read from a message sent to the
meeting by Ed Fallon, Iowa State Repre-
sentative in the 70th District, who said, “I
do not know whether the recent act of ar-
son at the Pathfinder Bookstore was politi-
cally motivated or just another random act
of senseless violence. Either way, it is
highly condemnable, and the entire greater
Des Moines community should speak with
and against whomever it may occur.” .

Larry Ginter, a family farmer and leader
of the Iowa Citizens for Community Im-
provement, told the meeting, “It is an out-
rage that the police have taken a blasé atti-
tude towards the fire at the bookstore. Fi-
nally, I want the folks who run the book-
store t0 understand that I am in complete

solidarity with them because damage to

one is damage to all.” Ear] Simes. a farmer
and member of the lowa American Agri-

culture Movement, also spoke.

Jane Magers-Fionoff, a leader of the lo-
cal chapter of the Women’s Intcmational
League for Peace and Freedom; Bob Pe-
ters, a former striker at Firestone; and a
number of other workers active in the
United Auto Workers and United Food
and Commercial Workers unions attended
the meeting.

A statement from Rev. Gil Dawes, a
lcader of Prairiefire, an area group that
aids farmers facing hard times, noted,
“The Pathfinder bookstore has long pro-
claimed its point of view publicly, which
is more than can be said for individuals
who are only able to argue their point of
view by private acts of terrorism.... None
of us should remain silent, for such acts
are a threat to all.”

Harold Ruggless, president of United
Auto Workers Local 270, said, “We can-
not allow this kind of attack to go unan-
swered. No matter where it starts, ul-
u'a-nght-wmg violence always comes to
roost agunsl the labor movement. We
must stop it in its tracks.”

“This attack on the bookstore and our
offices comes within weeks of our scoring
a significant victory on Mark Qurtis’s be-
half,” Hazel Zimmerman, secretary-
treasurer of the Mark Curtis Defense
Committee, told the media. The attack
came “only hours after we held a widely
publicized meeting at the Best Westem
downtown to celebrate this victory and
plan our next steps,” she said (see article
on page 16).

“Until those responsible for this crime
are caught and prosecuted, we can’t know
who their target was — the political books
in the Pathfinder bookstore or our defense
committee. Either way, this form of cow-
ardly attack must be condemned and
brought to a halt.”

Statements were also read from Rev.
Ken Stuber; Mack C. Shelley, political
science professor at Iowa State University:
and Roxanne Gould, a Native American
activist in Sioux City, Jowa.

Messages urging action to catch and
prosecute those responsible for the arson
attack can be sent to Mayor John Dorrian,
400 East First, Des Moines, Iowa 50309.







Statement by Scott Breen

On November 4, 1995, I heard the following message on the answering machine at the
headquarters of the Socialist Workers 1995 Campaign.

"You Trotskyist agents of fascism think you are funny don't you. You Trotskyist assholcs
m the ISO, SWP, and FSP think what you did to me—Richard Scott Mode—is really funny,
didn't you? Called me a child molester, didn't you? You fucking, lying, communist biich!
Better be careful. Last time 1 was in your Bookstore I smelled gas.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the
following is true and correct.

Scolt Breen Wmﬂﬁ/ﬂﬂj/z V{42






DECLARATION

1. T applied for employment at the White Oak Mine in Scoffield, Utah in
May of 1995.

2. Screening interviews included questions on whether applicants had held
union jobs before, whether they would turn in a fellow-worker for making a mistake, if
they would like to become part of management, and if they had any complaints about their
previous bosses. I was also asked if I was familiar with the Pathfinder Bookstore. When I
asked why he wanted to know, the Employee Relations Director told me that all
applicants from Salt Lake City, where I resided, were being asked if they knew what the
Pathfinder Bookstore was.

4. T was told after I was rejected for employment by the Employee
Relations Director that he had investigated my political activity in northern Minnesota in
1980, when I was a candidate for U.S. Congress for the Socialist Workers Party while
employed in an iron ore mine organized by the United Steel Workers of America. He said
he had copies of articles from the Mesabi Daily News on my socialist activities. He told
me that he had decided not to hire anyone from Salt Lake City because of the fact that he
had uncovered my socialist activities at the last minute, and didn't want to hire anyone like
me.

5. The Employee Relations Director showed another applicant, Pat
Grogan, a leaflet for a Militant Labor Forum that he said had been sent to him
anonymously. It was for a public meeting on the Russian Revolution that she had spoken
at a year-and-a-half before.

6. The Employee Relations Director told Dan Fein, another applicant, that
he had seen him go into the Pathfinder Bookstore on the previous Monday night, and
knew that he had spoken at the bookstore last February on the subject of "c‘i'eath on the

jo .ll



7. The Employee Relations Director came to the Pathfinder Bookstore the
following week, and bought a booklet published by the UMWA Women's Auxiliary and a
copy of Changing Face of U.S. Politics -- Working Class Politics and the Unions.

I, Tlona M. Gersh, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is

true and correct. Executed on September 23, 1996 at New York, New York.

Ilona M. Gersh







DECLARATION

I, TONI JACKSON, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory
opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign
Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of
the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

| make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. That on November 17, 1993, a large piece of asphalt was
thrown through the window of the Socialist Workers Party
offices in Detroit. The damage was discovered early morning
on November 18th. No other windows were broken on he
street.

2. | witnessed the damage done to the window of the party
offices.

3. The premises had been identified as the location of the SWP

offices in election campaign literature that had been distributed
throughout the city.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on October 31, 1996.

TONI J ON
Date f;
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Rightists attack socialist campaign
table in Union City, New Jersey

BY TED LEONARD
AND DAN FURMAN

NEWARK. New Jersey — Mark
Rahn, the Socialist Workers candi-
date for governor of New Jersey,
announced that one of his campaign
supporters will be filing charges of
assault and interference with a state
election campaign following a Sep-
tember 12 incident in Union City,
New Jersey, in which four cam-
paign supporters were assaulied.

The campaigners were one of
several teams that fanned out across
northem New Jersey that weekend
to distribute literature and discuss
struggles of working people, from
the fight for a democratic. nonracial
South Africa and the recent agree-
ment between the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization and the Israeli
govermnment 1o the fight to end the
embargo against Cuba.

Shouting “communists, murder-
ers” and “free Cuba,” a group of
right-wing Cuban-Americans over-
tumed the campaign table and
physically assaulted the socialist
activists.

Michael Baumann, who was
helping to staff the table, was
punched in the face and had to be

taken to a hospital. Books from the
overtumed table by Malcolm X
about South Africa, and opposing
Washington’s 1991 war against Iraq
were tom apart.

More than half a dozen Union
City police officers were present;
they witnessed the attack but did
not act to prevent it. The cops
briefly held one of the rightists but
later released him without filing

The effort 10 force the authorities
to prosecute the attacks is part of a
broader fight to defend democratic
rights in northern New Jersey. Sup-
porters in the state of the U.S.-Cuba
Friendshipment caravan which in
August successfully delivered 100
tons of material aid to Cuba, are
currently fighting to get charges
against three antiembargo activists

Criminal charges were brought
against Eugene McElroy, Jeff
Fogel, and Sandy Shivak afier they
were attacked by rightists. They
were assaulted following the load-
ing of material aid for the caravan
in a park in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

“The success of the U.S.-Cuba
Friendshipment reflects growing

opposition to the U.S. government
embargo, mcludmg by Cuban-
Americans,” Rahn explained. “My
campaign has had numerous tables
in Union City, which has the second
largest Cuban-American commu-
nity in the United States.

“The goal of the rightists is to
shut down the discussion through
violence and intimidation. These
are the same tactics used by outfits
like Operation Rescue, whose ef-
forts to shut down abortion clinics
in Philadelphia and other cities this
summer were thwarted by the mo-
bilization of thousands of young

ice activists.™

*“1 call on the Union City officials
to condemn the September 12 at-
tack, to defend my right to cam-
paign, and to prosecute to the full-
est extent of the law the thugs who
attacked my supporters. I also de-
mand the Union county prosecutors
drop the charges against the three
caravan activists.

“I urge supporters of democratic
rights — trade unionists and young
persons, fighters for the rights of
Blacks and women, defenders of
civil liberties — to join me in these
demands.”

September 27, 1993

The Militant



Chris Nisan urged federal prosecution of the Los Angeles
Rodney King case at a rally yesterday at Chicago Av. and Lake St.

King sympathizer reports death threatsy'_

An o?niz?lr of last w:ehletend;g Min-
neapolis rally against police ac-
vittals in the Rodney King case said
turday that he_ has received death
threats, with three callers telling him
he will be “taken out™ for his work
on the rally.

Chris Nisan, a community activist
and Socialist Workers Party candi-
date for the Fifih District con,

sional seat now held by US. Rep.
Martin Sabo, D-Minn., talked about

the threats at a rall -
e

noon at Chicago Av. and
said he had along the thrutls
to Minneapolis police. 5

About two dozen people listened ®

Nisan's speech, and supporters .
passed out leaflets about his candidas -

cy to passing motorists. He called off

Los Angeles police officers who
acquitted in the beating of King.

a federal nd'_urytoindicllhea%
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Backers of
Minnesota
activist
denounce
death
threats

BY LEAH FINGER

MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota — Chris
Nisan, a prominent leader in the fight
against police brutality here and in St
Paul, received three telephone death
threats at his home the night of May 7.
Nisan was a central organizer of a May 2
march of 6,000 in Minneapolis demand-
ing justice for Rodney King.

Three different callers stated that Nisan

*“] pin the blame for these threats against
my life on the U.S. government,” said Nisan.

with a group of activists.
“We're out here today,” Nisan said, “to

Backers of Minnpsota
activist protest threats

Continued from front page

speak 10 working people and youth about

the ned™o keep the pressure on!We have

to press the fight for federal prosecution of

the criminals who beat Rodney King.”
Coverage of the rally was featured on

local TV stations along with intervicws with

. Nisan. “These tiweats are aimed at intimi-

from building a movement,” he

" _explained. “B response is 10 build the
. movement. \\}:?v'ill oonlinm:"me fight for
"  justice for Rodney King."

of'Ni;inplanjplo_ﬁiqt

- " Officials, the miyor, Nisans opponents in
* the jonal race, and othess o request -
*  condemnations of the death threats:

The Militant ~ May 22, 1992
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DECLARATION

I, Sara J. Lobman, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory
opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign
Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of
the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

| make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On February 20, 1992, a bullet was fired through the front
window of the Des Moines, lowa, offices of the Socialist
Workers Party and Young Socialist Alliance.

2. The two organizations were centrally involved in a fight
against police brutality, which had developed several months
earlier in the wake of a cop beating of Larry Milton, a 35-year-
old Black worker.

3. At the time | was the chairperson of the local chapter of the
Young Socialist Alliance and had been the Socialist Workers
Party candidate for mayor in the 1991 elections.

4. In discussions with Internal Affairs Sergeant Jim O’Donnell, |
was informed that the case was suspended unless | could come
up with the name of a suspect.

5. Only when he was told this was the third attack on the
offices in several years did he agree to resubmit it to the
detective bureau to see if they would reopen the file.

6. To my knowledge no investigation was ever carried out and
no one was ever arrested in the incident.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on October 31, 1996.

b | RL

Sara J. Lobman

Date IO' 7"“5.




Bullet shot at Des E oines w&EQS&S. Bookstore

BY JOHN STUDER

‘DES MOINES, lowa — Abullet was fired
through the large plexiglass storefront win-
dows of the Pathfinder Bookstore here the
evening of February 20. The bookstore also
houses the offices of the Socialist Workers
Party and Young Socialist Alliance. Last
week the Mark Cunis Defense Commitiee
moved its materials and equipment in.

The bookstore has served as an organizing
center in the fight against police brutality
here the past month and a half in the wake
of last December’s brutal cop beating of
Larry Milton, a 35-year-old Black worker.

Activists in the fight against the cops’
brutality have used the bookstore as a place
1o meet and plan actions, and to discuss the
role of the cops under capitalism.

Bookstore manager Shirley Pefia ex-
plained that volunieers retumed to the store
afier a meeting to find the front window with
a bullet hale in it. There was glass blown out
on the floor over 40 feet away.

The police were called to the scene and
dismissed the attack as “mischief.” The book-
store has been physically attacked twice be-
fore in the past few years, and the police have
consistently refused 1o take any action.

Cleve Andrew Pulley, a leader of the SWP,
and Sara Lobman, chair of the YSA, wrote to
Des Moines mayor John Darrian to urge he
use his office to press for the apprehension
and prosecution of the thugs who shot the
bookstore.

*As you know from our participation at
city council meetings and public hearings
called by the city council over the last
two months, we are well-known partici-
pants in the effort 10 protest the police
beating of Larry Milton,” they wrote.

SUe msetw b egepews oy

“Unionist and political activist Mark Cur-
tis, whose defense commitiee renis space
in our office, recently won an $11.000
judgement against the Des Moines police
for brutalizing him in the city jail.

“Pictures of Larry Milion and Mark
Curtis as they looked after being brutal-
ized are hung in the windows of the office
— the windows the thugs® bullets shot
through,” they added.

Two television stations responded 10 a
press release on the incident by coming to
film the gunshot hole in the window. The
Des Moines Register reported on the

e o v . B

. ,<M.
P
U

Militant
Pathfinder bookstore in Des Moines had window pierced by bullet February 20

shooting.

Intemal Aftairs Sergeant Jim O"Donnelt
informed Lobman that the case had been
suspended. “lt is closed unless you can give
us the name of a suspect for us to investigate,”
he said. After Lobman told him that this was
the third attack in recent years, he agreed to
resubmit it 1o the detective bureau 1o see if
they want 10 reopen the file.

*We will press for action,” book siore man-
ager Peiia said. "And we will appeal to sup-
porters of Pathfinder and democratic rights
to proiest this attack and 1o contribule 10 help
repair the bookstore windows.”

The Militant

March 6, 1992 _
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Pathfinder bookstore in Omaha
gets support against death threat

BY GREG PRESTON
AND PAT LEAMON

OMAHA, Nebraska — On November 28
the Pathfinder bookstore here received a
phone message from an anonymous caller
threatening to kill those associated with the
store unless it closes down. The space that
houses the bookstore also serves as offices
for the Socialist Workers Party and Young
Socialist Alliance.

The death threat is the latest in a series
of threats against political activity and
minority groups in Omaha. The Great
Plains Black History Museum received
threatening letters from the Ku Klux Klan;
the University of Nebraska at Omaha
Multicultural Center has been the target of
racist phone calls; the Indo-China Refugee
Assistance Center was badly vandalized
this spring; and gay people have been
assaulted on the streets. No one has been

arrested for any of these crimes.

In a press conference at the bookstor
attended by four local TV stations and thre®
radio stations, Amold Weissberg, director of
the Pathfinder bookstore, noted that the sior
had been the target of two previous attach:
In 1989 and again in February 1990 its win-
dows were shattered.

Melanie Williams, representing the Onw
ha Young Socialist Alliance, made a stalé-
ment connecting the attacks against aborti'
clinics with this incident. Lenters denouncing
the death threat and supporting free-speech
rights were received from Omaha Mayor P.J-
Morgan; Doug Lec-Regier. a prominen!
community activist; Father Jack McCaslin-
Rowena Moore, President of the Malcolm M
Foundation; and Mark Cohen, an attom¢}
who Airman Jason Coughlin. 3
member of the YSA fighting for the right ¥
free speech at Offutt Air Force Base.

The Militant

December 20, 1991



DECLARATION

I, JASON COUGHLIN, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion
that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On November 28, 1991, the Omaha, Nebraska, offices of the Socialist
Workers Party and the Young Socialist Alliance reccived an anonymous
phone message threatening to kill members of the two organizations unless
the building was shut down and the members left the city.

2. I personally heard the taped phone message.

3. At that time I was a member of the Omaha, Nebraska, chapter of the
Young Socialist Alliance.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on December 15, 1991.

%01@ COU%

Date /Z/0 5/9)
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" DAN FURMAN

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama — John Haw-

ki, Socialist Workers Party candidate for

limmgham mayor, denounced the recent
y-punnng of swastikas and the slogan

Power” on the building that houses

fi¢ offices of the Socialist Workers Party and

b?llhﬁndcr bookstore.

' YHawkins called it “an attempt by rightist
fcces —such as the Ku Klux Klan,
lhm and some skinheads — to exercise

intimidation against those fight-
§fot social progress — trade unionists,

Alabama socialist denounces
ightist attack on bookstore

fighters for Black rights, fighters for
women's rights, socialists, and other de-

“fenders of democracy.

‘The socialist candidate was speaking at a
June 19 news conference held at the Path-
finder bookstore and covered by three local
TV stations, several radio stations, the Bir-
mingham News, and the Post Herald.

James Tuohy of St. Andrews Episcopal
Church joined Hawkins in condemning the
attack at the news conference. Several ‘writ-
ten statements of support and solidarity were
also received.

“It is unfortunately a small step from
attacking a bookstore . .. to burning
books . .. to banning ideas...to jailing
people whose views or race or religion
you don’t share,” wrote John Zippert, co-
publisher of the Green County Democrat.
A statement from Birmingham Mayor
Richard Arrington decried the attack and
promised that the police department
would conductanmvesugmm

. Responding to questions from reporters,
Hawkins pointed out that the attack was not
simply what the media Iabels a “hate crime.”
Instead, Hawkins said, it was an anempt %o
create an atmosphere of political intimidation.

A plate glass window at the former offices
of the party and bookstore was broken two
ywsagobylocal skinheads. At that same
time, paint was thrown on the statue of
Martin Luther King, Jr. in Kelly Ingram Park.
Young people in the area organized several
demonstrations that politically pushed back
this attempt of fascist-like outfits to operate
more openly. The Socialist Workers Party
and Young Socialist Alliance were in the
forefront of those organizing that response,
the socialist candidate noted.

Asked about his reaction to the mayor's
statement, Hawkins called it “a step in the
right direction.” He went on to urge the city
administration to do all in its power to ap-
pmhmdmdpluecutedlepelpemmmd
to insure that a similar or more ing
incident does not occur in the future. “We
won't be satisfied,” the socialist candidate
said, “until that is done.”

“It is easy to see why we were singled out
this time,” said Hawkins, pointing to the role

. of the Pathfinder bookstore in distributing

revolutionary literature and to the SWP and
YSA's participation in working-class strug-
gles. “But more importantly, this act is aimed
at all who struggle for social justice.”

July 19,1991

The Militant
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Smashing of socialist
campaign office window
protested in St. Louis

BY ANDREA GONZALEZ

ST. LOUIS — On the night of January 30
the window of the Socialist Workers cam-
paign headquarters here was smashed.

The day before, campaign supporters had
turned in 3.800 signatures. 1.000 over the
number required for ballot status. Supporters
had put the war at the center of the peunomng
drive. They focused on three demands since
the war began: “Stop the bombing!™, “End
the embargo against Iraq!™, and **U.S. troops
out of the Middle East!™

In the days since the window was smashed
support messages have been received from
Benjamin Hoover, Sr., a frame-up victim and
political activist; Tim Kaminski, 2 megpber
of the Communist Party; Dan Hellinger and
"An Sandler, leaders of the Latin Aroerican
Solidarity Committee; and Ted Braun, a

longtime political acnvm from southem ll- _

linois.

"Bill Ramsey, a ludlng owmlrmenr";

* the US. war; Eldora Spiegelberg, president -

of St. Louis Women's International

League
for Peace and Freedom; and Rev. Ted Schoe- .

der, a2 prominent activist in the city. will be
joining David Rosenféld, the s6cialist candi-
date for president of the Board of Aldermen
at a press conference protesting the attack.

February 15, 1991 '

The Militant
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Pathfinder Bookstore in
Des Moines vandalized

BY TED LEONARD

DES MOINES, lowa — The Pathfinder
Bookstore and offices of the Socialist Work-
ers Party 1990 Election Campaign here were
vandalized August 14.

Héctor Mamoquin, the SWP’s candidate
for U.S. Congress in the 4th C.D., discovered
at 11:30 a.m. that someone had attempted to
smash the bookstore windows. The attack
caused more than $600 damage. The win-
dows were not, however, broken out because
they were made of laminated glass.

Bookstore manager Jason Redrup told the
Militan: that supporters of the Pathfinder
Bookstore and the Socialist Workers Party's
election campaign intend to press city au-
thorities and police for immediate action 1o
find out who did the damage and prosecute
them to the fullest extent of the law.

August 24,1990  The Militant
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DECL TION

I, MARTIN KOPPEL, make this declaration in support of the
application to the Federal Elections Commission for an advisory opinion
that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign Committee, and the
committees supporting the candidates of the SWP are entitled to an
exemption from certain disclosure provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

I make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

On May 22, 1990, the glass in the front door of the building housing the
Socialist Workers Party offices in Chicago was broken by vandals. No
windows in other establishments on the street were broken. I personally
observed the damage to the front door of the SWP offices.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on October 31, 1996.

@’

MARTIN KOPPEL
Date ’°’“ [ﬁL
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DECLARATION

I, FRANCISCO SANCHEZ, make this declaration in support of
the application to the Federal Elections Commission for an
advisory opinion that the SWP, the SWP’s National Campaign
Committee, and the committees supporting the candidates of
the SWP are entitled to an exemption from certain disclosure
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

| make this statement on the basis of my personal knowledge:

1. On December 31, 1989, a message was left on the phone
answering machine at the Socialist Workers Party headquarters
in Kansas City, Missouri, that said in part, “...to suggest that
the U.S. invasion of Panama was a racist attack is ludicrous,
it's pure demagogy...you should be shot.” The message was
left after a public meeting had been held at that location to
condemn the U.S. invasion of Panama.

2. | was a member of the Kansas City branch of the SWP at the
time and personally heard this threatening message left on the
answering machine.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed on October 31, 1996.

ha_srco | fre L

FRANCISCO SANCHEZ

Date /o[ 2//?6'
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Sttcment from Will Elder and Brasdon Greenwood of Spokano, WA.

On Thursday Oct. S, 1995, we were given a ride out to the Boving strike picket lines by
Tom Jeannot (Will's stepfather). We first asked to talk with tho person in charge. We then
went lo the workers on the picket line and began to ask them questions. We reccived &
fricndly response. Ofticer C. North, from the sherifts department, came over and asked for
our IDs. She took down our names, addresses, and phone ntimbors and did a warrant
check. She said ,"What are you doing here? I hear you guys are from somo socialist group.
You have no business here, loave.” We took the bus home.

On Monday October 9, we went to the Boeing picket lincs with Rich Stuart, Socialist
Workcers candidate for Scalils Port Coramission #S. First we talked with the union
representative who was very friendly. Thea we went to talk with the workers on the picket
finc. We had several long conversations with several picketers who explained that they were
happy to have our support. We distributed two copies of outr campaign newspaper the
Militant. We carried picket signs. Afier awhile Officer North drove by and when she saw
us she did a i-turn and ran over to one of the strike leaders. Afier talking to her. he come

up 10 us and said, *We have enough support, We don't want you hete. You don't know
what the issues are. l.eave.”

Ofticer North recognized onc of us (Brendon) and the other (Will) explained that ho was
also one of the people who she had talked to the othor day. Both of us were very polite.
Officer Notth said, "You have fo Jeave.” We nodded in agreement, but North continued. ™1
don't think that you get it, come with me." We walked over to her police car. Officer North
said, "Saciulist groups have nothing in common with unions. You have no roason (o be
here. You don't knotw what the issues are. You are just here to cause trouble.”

Al that point, Mr. Stuart came up. He said, *What is the problem officer? ] am responsible
for the these 1wo poople. 1 brought them herc. ] will take thom home. "Officer North said,
“These are just a couple of socialist kids trying to cause trouble.” Officer Notth then told us
to get in lhe car which we did do. She and Mr. Stuart continued to discuss the matter. We

heard Mr. Stuart explain to Officer North that he was a candidate for the Port
Commission.

Four more sherifTes showed up and Oflicer North told them, "I've got some obnoxions kids
here.” The she began to yell at us in the back seat, “What ate you doing here? You don't
know what you are talking about. You don't know the issues. Unions and socialists hawve
nothing in common. You arc wearing that god damned button (Brandon was wearing a

button that said ‘Defend the Cuban Revolution. Socialism or Death.”) You don't even know
why you are here.”

North drove us (o the station. During the enlire trip she discussed politics. Officer North

said things like, "What are you doing here? What is that psper? Who is your fnmd"" Once
we were at the station, North raid, * You undermtand you sre amrested.™ . - .. - " =~

Co«e  said "!fvoutrvloucapeyoumbechugedmuurelnny“\kewm
finger printed and mug shots were taken of us. Officer North photocopied the Militan.



Eventually Oftiger North foki us o leave. We were never charged with anything. On the
way oul the door North said, “If you guys ever go back there even if you have union
pernvission, T will find sometling to arrest you for."

We declare under penalty of perjury under the laws in the State of Washington that the
[oregoing is lrue and cosect.

Will Elder /4/ /& %

Brandon Greenwood g
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California unionist fzghts gov’t vzctzmzzatzon

:

BY OSBORNE HART

SAN FRANCISCO — The Navy base
command at Oakland’s Alameda Naval Avi-
ation Depot recently took a new step in a
year-long campaign to silence Milton Chee,
a civilian base employee and outspoken op-
ponent of the U.S. invasion of Iraq. The
Navy has tumed Chee over for investigation
by the Office of Special Counsel (OSC) for
alleged violations of the Hatch Act. If Chee
is found guilty of violating the act. he may
be fired. With the support of many of his
coworkers. union officials. and others in the
community. Chee is fighting this witch-
hunt.

Chee works as an aircraft sheet metal
mechanic. He is a member of the Intema-
tional Association of Machinists Local 1584
and the Socialist Workers Party.

The Hatch Act is an antidemocratic law
that severely restricts political rights and
activities of federal employees. Federal
workers are prohibited from distributing
partisan election campaign literature, partic-
ipating in the activities of political parties or
clubs, endorsing candidates, and raising
funds for partisan candidates.

Hatch Act

Congress passed the Hatch Act in 1939
because of alleged improprieties in the
Works Progress Administration (WPA),
which was set up by President Franklin
Roosevelt in the 1930s as a federal make-
work to force millions of unem-
ployed off the jobless relief rolls and onto

govemment projects.

Ostensibly the Hatch Act protected feder-
-al workers from political coercion by incum-
bent politicians. But it had nothing to do
with the protection of federal employees. It
was one of a series of laws passed before
World War II designed to curtail workers®
political rights.

Today the OSC polmmeHndlActs
the enforcement arm of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management, formerly the Civil Ser-
vice Commission, which administers feder-
al employees. .

According to Navy officials, the basis for

.

Mllmlmsm Hart

Milton Chee (center), being interviewed at July 19 news eonference about his victimiza-
tion by Navy. Half-hidden directly behind Chee is John McKee, representative of IAM
Local 1584, and Chee’s lawyer David Handsher (left).

the charges against Chee stem from his cam-
paign as a candidate in the nonpartisan 1992
elections for San Francisco Board of Super-
visors. More than 12,000 people voted for
Chee.

Although the Hatch Act allows participa-
tion in nonpartisan elections, the OSC con-
tends that because Chee’s candidacy was
supported by the Socialist Workers Cam-
paign Committee. a partisan organization,
the Board of Supervisors elections were par-
tisan elections under the Hatch Act.

The OSC subjected the unionist 10 two
grueling three-hour-long interrogations to
gather evidence to convict him of violating
the Hatch Act. These interrogations are not
heldmﬁ'ontofajudge There are no legal
protections against badgering a witness. The
OSC is free to0 ask questions without any re-
strictions. The effect is to intimidate and wear
down witnesses who come before them.

OSC investigators demanded information
about Chee’s campaign activities, his rela-
tionship 1o the Socialist Workers Party, what

kind and how many flyers were distributed
during his campaign, Chee"s distribution of
flyers to workers at the Alameda Naval Avi-
ation Depot, and who the individuals were
who might have received campaign litera-
ture. They wanted to know whether Chee
held any official posts in the Socialist Work-
ers Party or had ever run as a delegate to a
party convention.

These interrogations form an important
component of the Navy's political attack
against the aircraft mechanic. In addition,
Chee’s already large legal expenses rise sig-
nificantly each time the OSC initiates a new
round of questioning.

Chee is fighting back

Chee is fighting back against the Navys
attempt to silence him. At a news conference
held with supporters a few hours prior 10 his
second OSC interrogation July 19, he de-
manded an immediate halt to the harassment
campaign. His attoney, David Handsher,

. Continued

The Militant ~ September 6, 1993



California unionist

Continued

and John McKee, chiet shop steward ot 1AM Local 1584,
joined him. Both released statements echoing Chee’s call
for an end to the investigation,

*The real issue here is not whether the Board of Super-
visors election was partisan or nonpartisan,” stated Chee.

“The reason | am being investigated is that | am a
socialist working in a war industry whao disagrees with the
U.S. government,” he continued. “The U.S. government
wants to cut ofl workers in governmemt service from the
opportunity to discuss altemative political views of the
important issues of war, economic depression, racism, and
sexism that affect their lives.

*“I chose to run for the San Francisco Board of Supervi-
sors,” he continued, “to draw attention to the deepening
crisis of the world capitalist economy, the increasing num-
ber of U.S. military actions abroad from Iraq 10 Bosnia,
the accelerating attacks on social programs and the contin-
ued assault on Black and minority rights.”

Chee said he campaigned against the U.S. economic
embargo of Cuba, for suppon to the democratic revolution
in South Africa, and an end to the “shameful treatment of
Haitian refugees and other immigrants” by Washington.

He emphasized that he is *“not the only target of this attack.

“Censuring me is intended to intimidate other members
of my union.” Chee staled, “discourage union activity, and
dampen political discussion on the job.”

McKee said, “The Intemational Association of Machinists
has been against the Hatch Act for as long as | can remember.

“The 1AM feels the Hatch [Act) has outlived its useful-
ness and it is used as a tool by management to harass and
control the employees,” he continued.

*“I feel that this is a witch-hunt by the OSC and the
Alameda Naval Air Station management, because he be-
longs 10 the Socialist Workers Party,” explained McKee.
“Management over look(s] violations of the Hatch Act, but
in tum, go after someone that they dislike because of his
political views and associations.™

The IAM representative pointed out that one worker ran
for Congress as a Republican. “When management found
out,” he said, “they told him that he was violating the Hatch
Act and that he would have 1o drop out of the race.
Management did not wm it over to OSC.”

McKee asked, “Why does the federal govemnment only
go afier selective individuals?”

Handsher explained the government’s victimization and
entrapment ploy.

“Mr. Chee came to the attention of the special counsel
only because his employer was upset at the content of Mr.
Chee’s political views,” he said. “After Mr. Chee engaged
coworkers in educational discussions regarding his views,

the Depantment of the Navy at Alameda promulgated arule

that outlawed ‘material of political nature’ from the base.”

**  “Ahhough the term has never been defined, the Navy

disciplined Chee for past transgressions, transferred him
and tumed his name over to the special counsel.”

Handsher added that Chee, *“*Ran for Supervisor in what
is by law a nonpartisan election.”

The govemment's harussment campaign began more
than a year ago. The aircraft sheet metal worker was
detained and interrogated after work by Naval Intelligence
and base security. He was questioned about distributing a
Militant Labor Forum flier announcing a public free-
speech meeting on the Middle East.

*Contraband list’

Over the next four months, management cited Chee with
two letters of caution. The first included a “contraband list.”
*“[Clirculation of political literature™ was included among
the items along with drugs, weapons, photographic equip-
ment, and drug paraphemalia.

Union leaders were unaware of the existence of such a
“contraband list” until Chee was accused of bringing contra-
band on the base. Local 1584 filed an unfair labor practices
grievance for the use of the list against Chee.

Afier receiving the cautionary letters, the unionist was
transferred first from his normal production job to anather
part of the plant and finally to a clerical job away from
coworkers on the shop floor.

The job transfers and cautionary letters did not deter
Chee from deciding to run for San Francisco Board of
Supervisors. The Navy then referred his case to the OSC.

Significant news coverage

Chee’s case has drawn significant news coverage in the
Bay Area. The Alumedu Journal and Times Star, read by
many of his coworkers and fellow union members, pub-
lished articles. The Asian-American media — electronic
and print — that reporied on the aircraft worker's election
campaign, featured prominent coverage.

Asian Week, an English-language weekly with a circula-
tion of 20-30,000 among the 28 nationalities that constitute
the U.S. Asian-American community, featured a front-page
story on the case.

Terence Hallinan, who won a Board of Supervisor’s seat
in the last election, told Asian Week, “The threatened
prosecution of Milton Chee is ridiculous and a complete
sbuse of federal law.”

San Francisco's Chinese-language Sing Tao Daily news-
paper published an anticle. In addition, KTSF-26, the Bay
Area Asian (elevision station, covered the news conference
and interviewed Chee.

The interest in the case and its outcome has prompted
Naval Air Station management to include copies of media
coverage in their daily circular to supervisors.



U.S. naval station worker
wins victory against gov’t

Officials won’t indict mechanic for alleged Hatch Act v1olat10n

BY JIM GOTESKY
AND OSBORNE HART

SAN FRANCISCO — “We've won a
victory against government political repres-
sion. Workers at the Alameda Naval Avia-
tion Depot will now have more political
space to express their views and discuss the
problems of war, race and sex discrimina-
tion, and economic depression that plague
our lives,” Milton Chee said.

Chee was holding a copy of the US.
Office of Special Counsel (OSC) letter in-
forming him of their decision to back down
from threats to prosecute him for alleged
violations of the Hatch Act.

Chee is an aircraft sheetmetal worker at
the Alameda Naval Aviation Depot. He is a

See editorial — page 14

member of the Intemational Association of
Machinists Local 1584 and the Socialist
Workers Party.

The OSC is the police agency charged
with enforcing the Hatch Act for the Office
of Personnel Management (OPM), which
regulates government workers’ conduct.
The OSC letter, dated November 23, stated,
"[ThelOSChasdecidednottoseekdisci—
plinary action against you ..

The government agency beganmvesngat-
mg(]weaﬁuhemasamnhstcmd:date
for San Francisco Board of Supervisors in
the nonpartisan 1992 city elections. Chee
gamered 12,000 voies.

hmmvmofmeﬂmhmm

Alircraft mechanic Milton Chee at party with supporters in Oakland,
brating victory against government attempt to indict him for his political activities.

hour-long interrogations in the guise of legal
hearings. Chee faced possible firing for sup-

qualified for ballot status in the nonpartisan
Board of Supervisors race. The OSC con-
tended that becanse the Socialist Workers
Campaign Committee endorsed Chee’s can-
didacy the race was in fact a partisan elec-
tion.

California, cele-

the media. “While 1 applaud the Special
Counsel’s good sense in not seeking disci-
plinary action against Mr. Chee, I strongly
dlsagmemlhltsmmmonofdle[linch]

Mr.dne’spuﬁciptﬁoninaloaleleeﬁon.
which by State law is is re-
stricted because of Mr. Chee’s endorsement

by the Socialist Workers Party.”
Chee’s attorney, David Handsher, took is- Handsher hit on the real reason for the
sue with this view in a statement released to Continoed
The Militant  December 27, 1993



Naval base worker wins victory

Continued

OSC investigation. “Upset with the content
of his political views, Mr. Chee's employer
{the Federal Government| referred his case
to the U.S. Office of Special Counsel.”

Workers react with enthusiasm

Workers at the Alameda Naval Aviation
Depot reacted enthusiastically o the news
that the govemnment backed down.

Charles Tumer, an aircraft electrical
worker, said, “It fecls good to see someone
stand up and fight. Not enough people do
that.” A Chinese worker who leamed about
" Chee's case in the Chinese-language Sing
Tauo Daily observed, “The govemment had
to drop the case: it would have cost them
more had they kept on. They knew you
would stand up and fight them.”

One contract worker commented, *“The
government doesn’t represent us anymore.
Its good to see you back them off.™

The OSC investigation was the most re-
cent pact of a year-and-a-half campaign of
harassment by the base management and
Naval command to prevent Chee from ex-
pressing his political views on the job.

The aircraft machinist came under base
authorities® scrutiny when he spoke out
against the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. Navy
brass ordered the Military Police to detain
Chee for carrying a flyer advertising a public
meeting opposing the U.S. war in the Mid-
dle East.

The base management then cited him for
violating a contraband list that banned the
“circulation of political literature.™ The list
lumped political literature among such items
as drugs. weapons, photographic equip-
ment, and drug paraphemalia as items not
allowed on base.

Until then. Chee’s union local was un-
aware of the existence of such a contra-
band list. Local union leaders filed an
unfair labor practices grievance to block
the use of the list against Chee and other
workers.

When the unionist announced his deci-
sion to run for political office he publicly
exposed these attempts to silence him. The
Navy thén called in the OSC 10 cite him for
violations of the Hatch Act.

What made Chee’s victory possible was
his decision not to be intimidated by gov-
emment threats. He fought back and won
broad support from his coworkers, his
union, and San Francisco Bay Area politi-
cal rights activists. Chee’s case received
wide publicity, particularly in the Chinese

ia.

Pleased with the news of Chee’s vic-
tory, JAM Local 1584 officials invited
him to attend an Executive Board meet-
ing to explain the victory. He will also
report the government’s decision in his
case to the local’s next membership meet-
ing. The union is planning to continue the
:“lgh( against the use of the contraband
ist.

At a recent party celebrating Chee's vic-
tory, the unionist made a toast thanking
those who aided his fight.

“We stalled an atiempt by the government
to fire me and to take away my retirement
and other benefits,” he said. “They tried to
intimidate me and. in tumn. intimidate other
federal workers for thinking and acting po-
litically. We were able to discuss the impor-
tant issues facing working people today. It's
not only that we stood up and fought, but
we stood up and fought with through the
union.”

Despite recent reforms in the Hatch Act
made by Congress that allow workers to
participate in some election activity off the
Job, the Hatch Act remains a weapon in the
hands of the government to selectively vic-
timize outspoken workers among the mil-
lions of government employees.

The Hatch Act

The act was passed in 1939 as part of a
series of antidemocratic measures designed
to curtail workers” rights as Washington pre-
pared to enter World War 11. Among these
were the Foreign Agents Registration Act
and the notorious Smith Act. which allowed
the govemment (0 prosecute workers for
their ideas. .

It is no irony that the Hatch Act was
used against Chee, an outspoken opponent
of U.S. imperialist interventions abroad.
The socialist explained to his supporters
that today, as in the 1930s, “a war drive is
on, stemming from the growing economic
crisis and attacks on our rights and our
livelihoods.”

The November 23 OSC letter to Chee
attempted to diminish the fact that the gov-
emnment decided not to prosecute him, by
asserting he was guilty of violating the
Hatch Act. The letter threatened that if Chee
were (0 run for public office again, the OSC
would prosecute him.

‘The aircraft mechanic told his supporters
that he and Handsher are drafting a formal
reply to the OSC letter rejecting the asser-
tion that Chee was in violation of the Hatch
Actin any way. He plans to widely publicize
the victory in his case. A news conference
is scheduled and supporters are organizing
a victory rally.
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Local Navy worker investigated
for running for political office

——_

Brad Mohlar
E’uﬁ Writer

Federal officials may charge
& Jocal Navy worker who ran for
& ssat on the San Franciseo Beard
of Supervisors last year with vio-
lating a pre-World War II federal
statute which limits the pelitical
participation of federal employ-
aed.

Milton Ches, a sheet motal
worker at the Alameda Naval Avi-
ation Depet, is being investigated
for violating the 1939 Hateh Act
by seeking a seat oa the doard
of supervisors. If convicted, Chee
could be fAired.

The Hatch Act i almed at pre-
vcnttn1 cronyism and favoritism
in politics by limiting the partici-
pation of federal employees in
partisan politics, accerding to its
supporters. It prohibits employ-
¢es from running for n of-
fice or from taking a leading role
in campaigns. The act outlaws the
use of a federal office or position
for political ends.

Chee, a member of the Soclal-
ist Workers Party, called for an
end to the investigation during a
July 19 press conference in San
Francisco where he was sched-
vled to be interviewed by inves-
tigstors at 1:30 p.mn.

“The reason | am being inves-
tigated is that ] am & Socialist
working in a war {ndustry who
disagrees with the U.S. govern-
ment,” be aald. “But 1 am not the
only target of this attack. Cen-
suring me is intended to Intim}-
date other members of my union,
discourage union activity and
dampen political discussion on
the job.”

Despite the stated aims of the
Hateh Act, Choe says it bas pot
80 much protected amployees
from cronylism as ehilled political

{cipation, Chee, who started

§ob at NADEP in 1989, said
wben he worked for the Postal
Sarvice {n the 1ate 19603, he saw
workers afraié of politics de-
cause of the act. He sald some
refused to sign petitions, which
is not prohibited under the act.

Chee’s attorney, David Hand-
sher, said Chee’s run for the
board of supervisors should not
count under the Hatch Aet be-
cause it Is 8 Jocal, non-partisan

Although he is a member of
the Socialist Party and recelved
Its endorsement during the cam-
mlzn. be did not run as a Soclal-

Congress Is curreatly looking
at revising the act. A House of
Representatives revision, which
expands the allowed political par-
ticipation of employess, was ap-
proved on March 13. Another bill
is still before the Senate.

Aceording to Chee, the entire
episode began a week before last
year's November election when
& NADEP supervisor accused
him of distriduting pamphlets for
his un'l’pdgn on Alameda Naval
Alr Station. A base regulation
hibits the distribution of po
:l'ly oriented literature on the

3

S;:ch literature Is considered
contraband, the same way that

mudnltlh for violating that

He sald be did not realise it
at the time, but those sams of-
ficlals turned him fa to the Offics
of 8 Counsel.

o accuses the base of hav-
ing a doudls standard. He noted
that technically, the rule could
inelude nw?.m oditorials.

Joha McKee, chisf sbop stew-
ard of the International Associa-
tion of Maehinists (1AM) Local
1384, of which Chee is & member,
also accused base officials of o
doubls standard. Spaﬂnwt the
July 19 gul conference, McKeo
:lll:! investigation a witch

ua

According to McKee, the fore-
man who counselled Choe adout
the pamphlets is the member of
a peolitical organization which
posts flyers advertising guest
speakers. The base bas taken no
action against that individual.

“My question is wdy does the
federal goverament only go after
sel individuals and not cne
of thelr own?" he said.

1f the OfTfice of Special Coun-
se] decides to charge Ches, be
will go before the Merit System
Protection Board, which will hold
an administrative hearing. If con-
victed, be may appeal before an
administrative law jud

The Offics of Counsel .
Shokesperaon Paul Ellls. sald o5

person Al
can nelther confirm nor deny that
an !mm is being conduct-

weapons and drugs parapherna- - od.

lia are, Chee said. Even if the Of-
ficeof S
charge under the Hatch Act,
bass officials might still take ac-

Counse) does not -

NADEP officials also bad a0
comment on the case.
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Milton Chee Fighting
To Repeal Hatch Act

& nalisnsl weelly Alameda Aircraft Sheet Metal Worker Possibly
O Subscibers ol Violated Provisions As Supervisor Candidate

Ver The cauniy By Gerard Lim cnacteat evolved out‘of World

ALAMEDA (CA) — Chinese  Staiss, and ks enforcoment has
Amscrican Milion Chee, who ran usually largeted eatremists.
for the San Francisco Board of  Should he be found guilty of vio-
Supervisors duting last Nov-  latiag provisions of the Husch
ember’s city elections, is in bot  Act, Chee may be (ired from his
wacr for whal he belicves arc bis ~ job,
personsl political vicws as s Chee Oclicves be is being
Party. Ao aircraft shect metal  of by the OSP for his activilies

worker at the Alameds Neval o4 4 gocislist. During his *9%
Aviation Depot, Cheo is the sub-  campaign, Chee spoke owt
ject of am investigation by the  ggaingt the U.S. war effori ia
Office of Special Cosnsel (OSP) Iraq, callod for the amrvats of the
of the Merit Sysicms Protoction | g5 Angeles polics officers whe
Hauch Acv. U.S. policy as it pertained ®
Sepervisors race is supposed © gy of women t0 chooss abor
be & nonpartisan race. The OSP tion end purssed & shortcnod worli
contends that since the Socialist  week (with o decrease in pay).
Workees Party endorsed Choeder- gmong  his major platform
ing the clection, it made him 8 points.
pastisan candidate. “These aro not popules ides
- The primary purpose of the  with U.S. government,” Ches
Hasch Act was 10 preveal mem-  gnid matier-of-factly during ea ine
Sers of exweme groups from be-  formal July 19 sews conferoncs
comiag foderal cmployoes, par-  ja (romt of the United Nations
. ticularly communists. Its 1939 See Ches, page 19
o e @ ) Y o o o & &
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Chee

From page 1

Plaza building in San Francisco.

“The purpose of the Hatch Act is

1o chill political discussion and

dissent among the millions of
workers

government \

“If you work for the govern.
ment, shut up and do what you
are 10ld. The sin of which I am
guilty is that 1 had something 10
my, and 1 said &t,” he added. Chee

is now calling for the repeal of |

liilm Chee (center) is calling for the

repeal of the Hatch Act with a
linle Aelp from his antorney David Handsher (lgf) and John McKee of
the International Association of Machinists. (Photo by Gerard Lim)

6 The sin of which I am guilty is that I
had something to say, and I said it.*

Milton Chee
Socialist Workers Party

the Hatch Act

“He is being singled out be-
cause of his political affiliation,”
mid Joha M¢Kee, the chief shop
stieward with the Intemnational
Associstion of Machinists, the
uhion with which Chee is also a
member. McKee, who has
worked with Chee at the Alameda
Naval Alr Station for the last five
years, said the Haich Act was
nothing move than “a 100l to con-
wol cenain people™ and that selec-
tive enfoccement of the act is
consistently applied. McKee
himself is not 3 socialist

“The threatened prosecution of
Mihon Chee is ridiculous and a

Tereace Hallinan, who ran (and
'won) the asine supervisors race as
Chee last November snd who has
known Chee since the two were
ardent Vietnam War protesters.
Chee suspects that the cffort
being put together against might
merely be past of the larger pic-
ture which involves the closing
down of several Northern
California military bases. He has
gone on record to champioca the

closing’down of all the bases, de-
spite working on ane.

“You have 10 ask why the
bases exist ot all,” Chee said.
“It’s primarily to carry out the
policies of capinlists, aot the
working people.” As of now,

possess
evidence that the OSP might be
targeting him becavse of his
Chinese heritage.

Alan Ghirardelll, the OSP in--

vestigator inemrogating Chee’s
case, opted (0 reserve comment
on the case since proceedings arc
ongoing. Ghirardelli, instead, re-
ferred Asian Woek 1o the Office
of Special Counsel in
Washingwon, D.C., which also
withheld comment. I
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Naval
depot
worker
probed

SI’AFFWMTER i

An Alameda Naval Dgpot
worker who rah for a nompar-
tisan seat in the jast San Fian-
cisco Board of Supervisors
clection is being investigated for
alleged violations of the federal
Hatch Act, which prohibits . fed-
_eral employees from participating
_ in partisan elections.

Milton Chee. 53, testified for
two hours last week before ‘the
Office of Special Counsel, the in-
vestigative arm of the federal Of-
fice of Personnel and

1. i’"

shs
\i\..o-

ent.
Chee said later he believes-that
he is hemg persecuted for his po-

‘Tbhhhotaquestlonofpar
tsanship but of views | express.
both on and off the job.” said
Chee, a member of the Sodnllst
Workers Party.

Cheethsald the govzrn:';:t 8
taking the position that
the election was non-paml‘Igl
Chee was endorsed by the So-
clalist Workers Campaign an
mittee, which in effect .give
Chee’s participation a partisan
flavor.

Also, he!sunderhmsﬂpﬂm
for bringing contradand materials
—poli&:llpamphhu—ontothe

Cheewas%etained“ bybaz;eh-
curity April en some
l‘elluwunployee.comphinedthat
he was distributing Iltenture on
the job.




U.S. OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL
170 M N. N.w-. Suite 300 0y
Washingten, D.C. 200364505 J 0

November 23, 1993

Mr. Milton Chee
1056 Treat Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94110

Re: OSC File No, HA-93-0112
Dear Mr. Chee:

This is to advise you that the Office of Special Counsel (OSC) has concluded
its investigation. While OSC has decided not to seek disciplinary action against you,
this letter constitutes an official waming that OSC bas determined that you engaged in
a variety of activities violative of the Hatch Act, 5 U.S.C. §§ 7321-7328. If you
should again viofate the Hatch Act, we would consider your violation knowing and
willful.

For your information, we provide the following summary of OSC’s grounds
for its determination. First, you ran for a seat on the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors in thc November 3, 1992, general election. The Hatch Act generally
prohibits federal employees from actively participating in partisan political
management or political campaigns. Regulations implementing the Hatch Act prohibit
federal employees from becoming candidates or campaigning for an elective office in
a partisan election. S C.F.R. § 733.122(b)(6) The general election in which you ran
as a candidate was a partisan election because you accepted the endorsement and
support of the Socialist Workers Party, which received votes in the last preceding
election at which presidential electors were selected. See In the Matter of Broering, 1
P.A.R. 778 (1985); § U.S.C. § 7326.

In addition, the evidence indicated that you distributed campaign literature for
candidates running in partisan elections and you held positions and actively
participated in the management of the Socialist Workers Party. At the time you
engaged in this conduct, it was unlawful for a Federal employee in your position to
take an active part in political management or campaigns. S U.S.C. § 7324.

We note that the Hatch Act was recently amended to permit Federal employees
in your position to campaign for candidates in partisan elections and to hold positions
and take an active role in politica] parties. However, you are still restricted from



Mr. Milton Chee
OSC File No. MA-93-0112
Page 2

being a candidate for public office in partisan elections. Moreover, you may not
engage in political activity while on duty or in any government office.

For your information, I have enclosed a copy of our current publication on the
Hatch Act’s applicability to federal employees. Please do not besitate to contact the
Office of Special Counsel at (202) 653-8944 should you bave any questions
concerning the Hatch Act’s applicability to you.

Sincerely,
Ml 5.
Willas 2 Rks

Associate Special Counsel
for Prosecution
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Davip 8. HaoNpaxxx
238 NNE STREEY, $VITE 1808
GAN FRANGISOO. 44 24104
(410) 888-4080

Ravnonp W. LAING
OF Sautam.

Decanber 13, 1993

William E. Reukaus

Associate Special Counsel for Prosecution
U.S8. 0ffice of Spacial Counsel

1730 K Street, N.¥., Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 30036<4505

Re: Milton Chse, OSC File MO, RA-$3-01i2
Dear My, Reukauf:

This is in referance te your November 23, 1953 correspondence
to cliant Milton Chee, in wnich you stated that the Office of
Special Counsel, after concluding its investigation, had decidead
not to seek disciplinary action agsinst Mr. Chee.

Lat me first applaud your eoffice in xeaching tha ecenclusion
that disciplinary action against Mr. Chee wpuld not sffectuate the
purposes of tha Hatch Act in thase circumstances. It is ¢lear that
Nr. Chea's involvement in the political process was both without
knowledge that ha vas violating the Hatch Act and more importantly
wvas far removed from the basic purpose of Rateh Act restrictions,
:o px&et.ct federal employees from being subject to patronage

smands .

Howvever, I disagree with your interpretation o6f the Act and
ioplementing regulations, in that you continua %o maintain that wx.
Chee's participation in a local election (which by Stata law is
non-partisan) is restricted because of Mr. Chee's endorsement by
the Scociallst Worker's Party. TYrom what danger of patreonage have
you protected Mr. Chee and his co-workers? The restriction is
up.u:lauty egregious in this circuastance where First Amendment
rights of speech, no matter how controversial, troublesome or
unpopular, are being abridged in the name of said protection.

It ie jnatructive to nete that Mr. Chee's situation only came
to the attention of the Special Counss) after his supsriors at the
Alameda Naval Air Station became concerned with the of Mr.
Chee's viaws. The Air Station even want so far as to implament and
apply ratroaatively an everly broad and vagus ordar cutlawing the
possession of ''political literature" against Mr. Ches. There is
also evidence that other enmployses were mersly warned whan in
angaging in condust thought to viclate the Hatech Act, wvhile Mr.



Chea's case vas immediately referred to the Special Counsal for
investigation.

Again, thank you for exercising good sansa in not seeking
disciplinary action against Nr. Ches. It is time, howaver, to
xcmluto?ho pranises under which the Hatch Act has beeh used and
interpratad. As thia Case makes clear ve have strayed far afield
frem tha noble purposes for which the Act was enacted and have
begqun to see it used as an instrument of repression of the free
spaech of a whole class of gitizens.

Ve ly yours,

r'd
. Handsher .. .
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Socialist
candidates
in Newark
protest cop
threats

BY CINDY JAQUITH

NEWARK — The Socialist Workers
Pany candidates for state office in New Jer-
sey are prolesting a police provocation
against supporters al a campaign table set up
in downtown Newark.

On August 26. supporters set up their
regular Saturday literature table on the
sidewalk outside the campaign offices. The
table offered the Militan: newspaper,
which carried an article on the candidates’
denunciation of recent police brutality in
northern New Jersey and featured the fight
against the ultrarightist assault on abortion
rights in Wichita, Kansas. Also on the table
were books and pamphiets by Malcolm X,
Nelson Mandela, and Fidel Castro, and
buttons opposing police violence.

At 1:30 p.m., a cop on horseback ap-
proached the table and asked. “What kind
of books are those? Are you communists?”
As he sought 1o start a debate, a campaign
supporter asked him to move since his
horse was blocking access to the literature
table and the campaign headquarters en-
trance.

Several minutes later the same cop re-
tumed with another officer on horseback.
They were soon joined by a third cop on
foot. For more than half an hour the three
stayed there, seeking to intimidate passershy
from approaching the literature table or en-
tering the headquarters, despite the repeated
objections of campaign workers.

One cop provocatively suggested, “If we
got a crowd around and could show people
what these people really stand for. | bet that
table would be tumed over.” He also asked if
the socialists had a permit for the table.

Ciwe of the mounted copa ashed. Do you
think Commander |his horse} could make it
up those stairs?” He was referring to the
stairway leading o the campaign offices.
which are located on the second floor.

With the police threats escalating, the
campaign workers took down the table.

The socialists’ attomey. Bill Volonte of
the American Civil Liberties Union, stated
that the cops” behavior amounted to “threat-
ening mob action™ against a legal election
campaign. The socialists collected more
than 1,000 signatures on nominating peti-
tions to appear on the November baliot.
They are running for seats in the State Senate
and State Assembly.

A campaign stalement was reicased by
SWP candidates Rachel Knapik, a pharma-
ceutical worker and member of the Oil,
Chemical and Atomic Workers union;
Karen Kopperud, a rail worker and United
Transportation Union member; and Jason
Redrup, chairperson of the Newark Young
Sacialist Alliance.

They pointed out that the cops” action “is
a blatant violation of the Bill of Rights guar-
antee of free specch and a threat to the right
of all working people who seek to present
their views to the public — from trade
unionists on picket lines. to activists defend-
ing access to abortion clinics, (0 protesters
against police brutality.™

The candidates declared, “We will not
be intimidated. We will continue to ac-
tively campaign in Newark, including in
the downtown arca. We will not accept this
attempt to deny working people and youth
the right to read the Militant, 1o study the
speeches of Malcolm X and Nelson
Mandela, to leam about the Cuban revolu-
tion. We will continue to campaign against
police brutality — from Los Angeles to
Newark — just as we will speak out for a
countermobilization to answer ultrarightist
assaults like those in Wichita.”

The candidates urged all supporters of
detmocratic rights to lodge protests with
Newark Mayor Sharpe James. City Hall,
Newark, New Jersey. urging him to instruct
the Newark police “to immediately cease
and desist from this harassment.” Copies
should be sent to the Socialist Workers 1991
Campaign. 141 Halsey Si., Second Floor,
Newark, New Jersey (7102

The Militant September 20, 1991



Socialist campaigners win victory
for democratic rights in New Jersey

BY MARTY PETTIT

JERSEY CITY, New Jersey — City offi-
cials were forced to back off from their
harassment of socialist campaigners here. In
a victory for democratic . the New
Jersey Socialist Workers Camglaign received
a letter signed by acting corporation counsel
of Jersey City Paul Mackey stating that
campaigning is “protected by the First
Amendment and cannot be regulated under
peddler’s licenses such as the one adopted
by Jersey City... the Socialist Workers
Campaign Committee is not required to
maintain a peddlers license to conduct its
activities on the streets of Jersey City.”

Jane Harris, SWP candidate for Congress
in the 13th District. and several of her sup-
porters requested such a letter at the Sep-
tember 30 Jersey City council meeting, fol-

* lowing the ticketing of two of her supporters
September 20 on charges of wolmng the
city's peddling ordinance.

Harris led a tcam of campaign volunieers
to Jersey City’s Asian Indian community
September 20 afier three men were finally

" indicted for violating federal civil rights
laws in the brutal beating five ycars earlier
of 28-year-old Dr. Khausal Sharan. The
crime against Dr. Sharan came in the midst
of a series of violent attacks against Asian
Indians in the summer of 1987. Among the
victims were Bharat Kanu-Bhai Patel, who
-was beaten by youths with a 10-pound alu-
minum rod; students Vikas Aggarwai and
Syed Shukaib Hasan, who were attacked in
Hoboken by tecnagers wiclding bascball
bats; and Navroze Mody. who died of his
injuries afier being beaten on a Hoboken
street. .

- The campaign volunieers passed out a
statement issued in response to an escalation
of police violence in neighboring Newark,

New Jersey. There was also quite a bit of
discussion about the cop riot that had oc-
curred in New York City a few days earlier.

Yolunteers Devin Oldendick and Susan
Zfrate had been campaigning for about a
half-hour when cops drove up and summa-
rily wrote out two tickets. The tickets carry
a fine of $100 each.

‘The council was unanimous in supporting
the socialist campaign’s request for the letter
oonfirming their right so distribute literature.
Councilman Jaime Vazquez said, “We're
here . . . The police may not agree with what
[the socialists] are saying, but [the socialists)
have a right to their point of view.” Vazquez
was referring to the fact that the socialist
campaign table posted a sign saying “Stop
Police Brutality.”

Assistant corporation counsel Thomas
Fodice, who was present at the mecting, was

Carmen Mendiola of the city law depart-
ment affirmed on October 1 that the police
are “scaring up” the citations.

Janelhnsmuned.‘_‘lhsugnun-

meedtolq:uemusma

October 30,1992  The Militant
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Peoria cops arrest socialist candidate

BY MARGARET JAYKO

PEORIA, lllinois — Kate Kaku, a mem-
ber of the United Steclworkers of America
and the Socialist Workers Party candidate for
U.S. Senate in lllinois, is demanding that
trumped-up charges of criminal trespass and
obstructing police, against her and a cam-

‘The rally was held in Peoria’s Civic Center
Arena and attracted some 15,000-20,000
strikers and their supporters in the UAW,
other unions, and people from the commu-
nity. Top UAW officials from Detroit organ-
ized and ran the rally.

paign supporter, be dropped immedistolyreo-.--.potien

Kaku and campaign supporter Mary Zins,
ahid-oﬂ'coalnﬁnerandmmberofdu

United Food and Commercial Workers union
in St. Louis, Missouri, were arrested at the
March 22 national rally here in solidarity
with United Auto Workers (UAW) union
members on strike against Caterpillar, Inc.
Both were released shortly after posting $100
bail each. A hearing is set for April 20. The
misdemeanor charges carry penalties of up
to 13 months in prison and $1.500 in fines.

“1 md Socnhsl Wm'ken campnign sup-

site e y i
newspaper, the Militant; other campaign lit-

erature; and a flyer for a socialist campaign
open house later in the day,” explained Kaku
in an interview after being released from jail.
Kaku was identified on the leaflet as the
featured speaker at the open house.

Many campaign arc members
of the auto workmaw“odler industrial
unions, added Zins, and they came to the
rally with their coworkers, many of whom
bought copies of the Militant on the way to
the event.

Initially, Kaku recalled, campaign sup-
porters were able to freely circulate socialist
literature inside and outside the arena. Rally
marshals, most of whom were Caserpillar
workers, were among those most interested
in buying the paper that has been i
their strike since it began in November, said
Kaku.

Around 10:45 am., the cop who later
amested Kaku and Zins demanded that a
umpmgnlmublebenmedoﬂ‘m

and across the street. The
UAWMWMMMMMM t

want socialists distributing litersture there.
“So we moved the table across the street,
and continued to distribute literature on puts-
lic property,” Kaku continued.
After campaigning outside for a while,
Kaku and Zins went into the civic center 10
henr Ihe rally A UAW memher from Cmcm-

Cums‘s ﬁghl for Jusnce Cums is Kaku's
husband.

*“This worker also expressed his disagree-
ment with the policy of not allowing cam-
paign material to be distributed in the arena.”
said Kaku. Despite the fact that the rally was
a public event, open 10 all who supported the
strike, some marshals began asking for proof
of union membership, and arbitrarily exclud-
ing some unionists and students.

A socialist campaign supporter from Des
Moines, lowa, was asked by a cop who was
with a group of marshals, “Are you with that
Oriental woman running for Senate”” After
grabbing a Miliranr newspaper out of his bag
the marshals and police marched him out of
the arena. Some marshals made clear that this
exclusionary policy was imposed on them by
dlelopUAWoﬂiclals. it was not a decision
made by the striking Peoria local. The “order
came from Detroit,” was how one put i,
referring to the site of the union’s national
headquarters.

While Kaku was discussing her husband’s

Continued ~
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Peoria cops arrest socialist candidate

Continued
fight for parole, the same cop who had de-
manded that the campaign table be removed
and asked Kaku and Zins to0 step
outside. “He claimed he already told us we
could not be on arena property,” the candidate
explained. “We reminded him all he had
asked was for us to move the campaign table,
which we did. We weren’t distributing liter-
ature inside the arena, and we were attending
the rally liké other supporters of the strike.”

Cop at Caterpillar rally tells socialist activists to remove literature table. Mary Zins
(with glasses) and soclalist candidate Kate Kakn were later arrested.

At that point, recalled Zins, the police of-
ficer claimed the UAW officials didn’t want
“disrupters” at their rally, and had asked him
to especially kick out Kaku and Zins. “We
asked him who in the UAW had said this,"
Zins continued. But he refused to discuss the
matter further and threatened them with arrest
unless they left immediately. Both complied.

Some UAW members from St. Louis then
went inside to talk to union officials about
reversing this undemocratic move. A UAW

marshal agreed to escort Kaku and Zins into
the rally. Both went in and assumed the mat-
ter was settled.

“A little while later, as we were walking
out of the restroom, the same cop came back
and told us we were under amest,™ said
Kaku. “We told him UAW marshals had let
us in, but he demanded we go outside. We
asked to be able to talk to the marshals who
let us in. The cop retorted we could call them
to bail us out of jail.”

The two women were then searched,
handcuffed, and put in a police car. They
were never read their Miranda rights. Then
the cop pulled a Militant out of each of their
purses saying, “This is Exhibit A."

“Since being in the rally was not a crime,
he obviously decided to lic and claim we
::;t distributing literature inside,” said

u.

g

d u'

dropped immediately.” emphasized Kaku.
“They are a violation of my right to free
speech and they are an attack on our right 1o
campaign for the socialist aliemative in the
1992 elections and for working people o
discuss politics.” In addition, she said, “Such
harassment and threats are a blow %0 the
Caterpillar strike. They make it harder for
these fellow fighters to win the solidarity
they need — and have eamed — in the face
of a concerted company attack on their
wages and conditions.™

Margaret Jayko is a member of UAW Local
2244 in Fremont, California, and works on
the truck assembly line at New United Mo-
tors Manufacturing, Inc.
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Charges
dropped
against

unionists

BY ERNIE MAILHOT

PEORIA, Illinois — In a victory fordem-
ocratic and union rights, charges of criminal
trespass and obstructing an officer that had
been filed against two unionists were
dropped here April 20.

“This is a victory for all people fighting
for their rights, especially workers at Cater-
pillar who waged a five-month strike to
defend their union,” said Kate Kaku, Social-
ist Workers candidate for US. Senate in
Tllinois and a member of the United Steel-
workers of America. Along with Mary Zins,
a long-time activist in the United Mine
Workers of America who is currently on
layoff, Kaku was amrested by police at a
March 22 rally here in support of striking
Caterpillar workers.

Supporters of Zins and Kaku atended the
court hearing and a press conference outside
the courthouse afier the charges were
dropped. “From Peoria to Buffalo, New
York,” Kaku told “;I:k pmsf. “young m,
working people, ing farmers, -
ers are resisting the assaults by the employ-
ers, their govemment, and the ultrarightist
forces their system engenders. N

“As in our case, the cops and employers
attempt to close down the political space
working people have to discuss how to fight
back. The rulers seek to intimidate those
who want to join in struggles and strikes
across the country,” Kaku said. “That is why
Mary and myself were arrested and that is

Charges dropped against unionists

why we won such quick backing for the
demand that the charges be dropped.”

Zins and Kaku were pan of the large
crowd that came to the March 22 rally as
the strike against Caterpillar was heating up.
Both had spent part of the day distributing
campaign literature, selling the Militant, and
talking with striking workers before going
into the rally.

They were soon approached by a cop.
taken out of the civic center where the raily
was being held, handcuffed, put into a police
car, searched, jailed, and charged.

Recognizing the stakes in the fight, and
the fact that their amests were meant as a
message from the cops and government to
United Auto Workers (UAW) members and
others who supported the strike, Zins and
Kaku organized a defense committee and
gamered support among working people,
students, and political activists in the area.
Funds wepe raised to hire Peoria attorney

Clayton Moushon.

At the hearing the state attomey’s office
gave no reason for not pressing ahead with
the charges. This is despite the fact the cops
earlier told the local press the two had been
arrested at the request of the UAW, who, the
cops claimed, didn’t want “militant litera-
ture” being passed around. It is clear that
both the inability to back up this claim and
the extent of the calls for dropping the
charges led to the victory.

“Quite a few miners were outraged at our
arrests,” Zins said. “They were determined
not to let it happen. The police thought they
could get away with dealing a blow to
workers’ and young people’s ability to or-
ganize ourselves. They found out differ-
ently.”

Zins and Kaku thanked their supporters.
“Without your support we wouldn't be here
victorious,” said Zins. “We will continue to
build support for the fight now ahead of
workers at Caterpillar, as they face ongoing
attempts by the company to weaken their
union. We will continue to campaign here
and encourage others to do the same.”

Areception will be held in St. Louis April
25 10 celebrate the victory and raise funds
to cover the legal and publicity fees in-
volved in the defense case. The event will
begin at 6:00 p.m. and will take place at the
Pathfinder Bookstore located at 1622 S.
Broadway. Donations to the Commitiee t0
Defend Kaku and Zins can be sent to: PO.
Box 314, Madison, IL 62060.
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